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By the time that this issue appears, our visit
to Gressenhall Rural Life Museum will already have
taken place, but members are reminded that our second
outing will be on Sunday, 27th.July and will be a
visit to Mannington Hall to see the grounds and to
enjoy a conducted tour of the Hall. The cost will be
£1 for members and %¥2 for non-members.

Own transport is required, but starting from
the Market Place at 1.40 pm to assist those with
no transport.

Please let Miss K.Mosse know by July 10th,
together with your remittance. [6 Millgate, Aylsham
Tel: 735258]
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AYLSHAM LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY

JOURNAL & NEWSLETTER

Volume 1 Number 4

Editors should not get excited - a calm and
placid role is theirs, however, your editor must
admit to a quickening of the pulse with this issue
of the Journal & Newsletter. Why? because this issue
contains the greatest number of contributions from
members since publication began. The editor is greatly
indebted to Jill Sheringham and Ben Rust for their
excellent articles, and to Robin Rush for his letter
and information on Aylsham watch and clockmakers.
These are the very things that were hoped for when
publication began. To Ron Peabody, who has never
failed to provide something for each issue, the editor
is always grateful.

Confident that there must be even more similar
material waiting to be received, the editor has been
thoroughly profligate and squeezed everything into
this issue - saving nothing for the future. As a final
bonus, our cover illustration for this issue is suppled
by Anthony Butler of the Red Lion Gallery. Mr. Butler
has kindly supplied enough illustrations for this
and the next five covers, and the editor gratefully
acknowledges what must surely enhance this and the
next five issues.

ADVANCE NOTICE'! The AGM of the society will take
place on Wednesday lst.October at 7.15 in the Parish
Room. It is hoped to form two new workshop groups, one
on Oral History under the leadership of Mary Elsey,
and possibly, one to study the Mill. More details at
the Annual General Meeting.
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CLOCK AND WATCHMAKERS OF AYLSHAM

13 Pound Lane, Aylsham. NR11 6DR. Telephone 733653

Dear Sir,

Being a member of the Aylsham Local History Society,
I am researching watch and clock makers of Aylsham between
1700 - 1930. This does not seem to be widely known
amongst members, although my intentions were clearly
Stated at the Inaugural meeting.

I would like to appeal through your Newsletter and
Journal that if any members come across any items
connected with horology, would they pass the relevant
information on to me.

I enclose a copy of all known watch and clock
makers who had a business in Aylsham, the most famous,
and not because he was the earliest, was John Christian.
Aylsham has a long case clock made by John Christian,
this clock was given to the town by Dr.Sapwell.

I came across this article in the Norwich Local
History Library:-

LOST on Wednesday 28th.December, between
Oldton and Aylsham, a yellow metal watch
with an outside gold case, maker's name,
John Christian, watchmaker, Aylsham, No.
6004. Whoever brings it to me, Mr. John
Christian, watchmaker of Aylsham, shall
receive a guinea reaward. 2-1-1769.

Another well known fact is that Norfolk had amongst
its population some of the finest watchmakers in England,
equal only to London. The reason for this is the Huguenot
immigration of the 16-17th.century. These people settled
in London and Norwich; they were very skilled and
industrious.

Yours faithfully

Robin B. Rush
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NORFOLK CHURCHYARD RECORDING . Jill Sheringham

What a pity it is that so few Norfolk people have
their lifetime occupation inscribed on their headstones
in the churchyards. It is surprising that in a county
of no stone they could even afford a headstone, and it
must have taken a large proportion of their wage to pay
regularly into a Burial Fund.

Colby & Banningham W.I. are working on its ninth
local churchyard; each one is plotted and mapped, and
every stone numbered, drawn and read. The results are
sent to the incumbent and the Norfolk Record Office, and
people tracing their ancestor find the details helpful.

If people escaped an early death, they often survived
into their 80's. They always knew their age. Children
died, and there must be very many without commemorative
stones. William Moore of Felmingham, died 1840 "also 8
children". Between 1878 and 1884 five children of the
Becks of Felmingham died - 'Mable Mary aged 3 months,
Richard John 3 months, Robert Frederick 1 year 8 months,
Evangeline Amelia 5 years 5 months, Ambrose Frederick
2 years".

At Erpingham, Alice and William Lubbock's children
died - Mary in 1711 aged 6 years, Hannah in 1713 aged
10 years, Alice in 1717 aged 6 years. The father, William,
died aged 43, and Alice, his relict, married James Wiggett,
and their son, John, also died aged 3 years in 1717. At
Colby, the Ropers, Mary died 1787 aged 1 year, Wm. Swann
1790 aged 9 months, Wm.Swann 1793 aged 2 years 1 month.

Of well over 1000 gravestones recorded, the following
are the few which state the trade or profession of the
deceased:

Robert Mack, a respectable farmer, died 1837 aged
84 [Banningham]. William Press of Hanworth "who 1lived
fifty six years in the parish, an honest, industrious,
liberal farmer,his sudden death occasioned by a fall from
his horse'" 1786. Richard Roper, yeoman of Colby, died
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in 1726 in the xxxvii year of his age. The servants were
remembered. Matthew Slapp " 40 years in the service of

Wm. Doughty'"[Hanworth]. James Pearson " 66 years in the
family of Lady Suffield" [Colby]. Mary Ann Slaughter

"the esteemed and faithful servant of Constance, Marchioness
of Lothian" [Ingworth]. James Wooltorton (?7) "coachman

for 57 years to Mrs.Morden" [Suffield]. Eliz. Dixon died
aged 88 "for many years in the service of the Rev.Richd.
Parkerson"[Suffield].

The death's head, coffins, skeletons and skulls are
not to modern taste, but the fat-cheeked, cheerful cherubs
some with trumpets, are a delight. Some of the verses
are repeated in different churchyards.

"ﬂ#ﬁliation Aone long time [ bone
pﬁ Alclany wene (n valn

tidl God did pleaAQ to glve me eare
and /need me. fnom all padn.”

"4 pale conaumption gave the fatal blow
the atnoke war centain tho the effect war alow
in wasting patna, death raw me sad oppneA'd

pity'd my aigha, and kindly gave me neat”

"We all muat dye without a doubt
youn 91a44 {a nunning, mine {a out
ar [ am now, a0 muat you be
tﬁeaefone prepane to fo[low me”

The Clerks gave long and faithful service,and lived
long. James Pearson died 1810 aged 8C [Suffield]. James
Stearman died 1854 aged 90, clerk for 39 years [Erpingham].
George Eastoe for 50 years, and John Pearson for 48 years,
both at Colby. Thomas Dyke. 19 years [Tuttington]. William
Moy, Felmingham, was schoolmaster and clerk. Benjamin
Brettingham Bowles "for 40 years overseer and 20 years

churchwarden" [Tuttington]. William Eldon, 10 years
churchwarden [Banningham].
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Sixteen incumbents are buried in the eight churchyards,
and more have memorials in the churches. Rev. George
Coleby and family lived at Colby. John Postle B.A. was
34 years rector of Felmingham. Maurice Kaufmann M.A.,
was 30 years rector of Ingworth and vicar of Calthorpe,
Henry Hamont Lubbock, rector of Hanworth with Gunton for
26 years, Arthur Rice Gwyn M.A.Oxon, was 23 years at
Suffield. The Rev.Henry Bryant AM. died 1799 aged 76

at Colby, and Nunn Robert Pretyman Kemp was Erpingham's
curate for 10 years.

Harry Littlewood, surgeon [Ingworth]. John Coleby,
surgeon [Erpingham]. John Dyball, veterinary surgeon
[Felmingham]. Edmond Slingsby Long, a magistrate,
[Erpingham]. J.C.Rash, advocate solicitor and notary
public in Singapore [Felmingham]. Roger Harrison and
James Bessey, merchants of Ludham and Yarmouth [Felmingham].
John Pice [Ingworth] a miller who lived in the family
of Parmeters upwards of 30 years. Two blacksmiths from
Felmingham, Robert Allison and John Dennis (for 54 years).
Robert Bacon, for 30 years collector of Customs at the
port of Clay [Erpingham]. William Brown, stone mason,
[Erpingham]. Thomas Harmer, gamekeeper [Suffield].

Fifty men from the eight villages were killed in
the First World War from many different regiments including
the 10th. Australian Light Horse. [Suffield]. 'E' Company
26th.Cyclist Bn. Norfolk Regt. [Colby] and the Canadian
Infantry [Ingworth]. Sixteen men were killed in the
Second World War,often in the Far East.

The oldest gravestone belongs to Elizabeth Talman of
Felmingham, wife of Dr. Harcourt and sister of William
Talman Esq., who died '"October ye 18, 1728 aged 78 years"
Her brother William died "November ye 22nd. 1719 aged
68 years" (born in 1650 and 1651).

The country churchyards are places of peace. The
beauty of the old headstones, leaning at all angles, often
covered with moss and ivy and the bright yellow, black
and white patterns of the lichens, the trees, the wildlife,
and the flowers all provide endless interest.
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BLICKLING GOLF CLUB Ben Rust

Each time I walk through the park gates, I recall
the days of the Blickling Golf Club. The first tee
was to the left of the gates, just round the clump
of trees, and 150 yards further on brought you to
the first green, which was in a shallow bowl and there-
fore invisible from the tee. I remember playing with
my uncle for the first time. We both drove to the
first green, and afterwards could not find his ball
anywhere, until we looked in the hole!

The course was laid out between the lake and the
watch tower, and to play on it was a delight to all
golfers. Short turf fairways with bracken on either
side and trees made hazards instead of bunkers. The
park was home for a herd of deer which helped to keep
the fairways short, and sometimes caused hazards on
the greens! A truly beautiful setting for a golf
club which was enjoyed by members and so many visitors
in the summer.

There were nine holes on the course. The course
was looked after by a part time greenkeeper and
professional. During the summer an additional person
was employed to collect green fees from visitors; 2300
visitors were recorded in 1935, each paying two
shillings per round, or three shillings and sixpence
per day,

The Clubhouse is still standing. It is the last
cottage on the right before entering the park. During
the early thirties there were plans to completely
refurbish the clubhouse, and add an additional room,
however these plans did not reach fruition.

It is difficult to date the formation of the club.
The captain, Mr.J.T.Spurrell, when giving his report
to members at the AGM in February 1933 stated that he
had been a member for 48 years, so the club dates
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back as far as 1885. There are no records prior to
1912, but it is interesting to note a reference to
the AGM of 1907, when lady members were accepted;

"The wife and family of a member paying an annual
subscription of one guinea, may use the 1links
without payment, until they wish to take part
in competitions, when they must become members"

During World War 1, troops were using the park,
and there is a reference to the South Wales Mounted
Brigade whose officers were allowed free use of the
clubhouse and course. However, because of the numbers
of horses the greens were reduced to seven, and all
were protected by wire fencing. During this period,
and well into the twenties, the financial state of
the club became precarious, and members were asked
annually to make additional donations to keep the
club going. It was not until 1923 that real efforts
were made to attract more members, and not until 1926
that the time of the AGM was changed from 10.30 ‘am.
to the evening.

In order to attract more members the clubhouse
and state of the course were improved, also more
monthly competitions were arranged for members, and
the secretary was asked to arrange matches with
other clubs. By 1931 matches were being played against
Mid-Norfolk, Eaton, Fakenham and Blakeney and Mundesley,
and there were club competitions for:-

Lothian Medal

Savill only Challenge Cup

Hoffman Cup

Gilbert Cup
and other competitions. In 1930 the Gidney Challenge
Bowl was won outright (wins in three successive years)
by Mr. J.F.Bond and the Gilbert Cup was given as a
replacement trophy by Brigadier General Gilbert. By
1938 the club was flourishing, and there were plans
for an extension to the clubhouse and suggestions that
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sand bunkers should be built on the course. An agree-
ment was made with Lord Lothian, President of the
club, which gave the club the following conditions,
but which had no legal standing:-
1. The club could use the park for a nine hole
course, but could not build bunkers on it.

2. The club could use the club house, and build
an extension to it.

3. Membership shall not exceed 120

4. No alterations to the course shall be made
without permission. ’

5. One third of the visitors' fees to be paid
to Lord Lothian.

6. The agreement can be terminated by either
side, with three months notice.

World War 2 intervened before any of these plans
could be put into practice. Early in 1940 a number of
members resigned, and the membership dropped to 42.

The club continued to function, and was used by members
of the Services.

Then in 1942 part of the park was ploughed up
on instructions of the War Agricultural Committee.
Permission was given by the Estate Office to construct
3 - 4 temporary holes south of the lake. In July 1942
plans to plough a further 25 acres were notified by
the War Agricultural Committee. The club had no altern-
ative other than to dismiss its employees, but Mr.
Hannant, the professional, was retained on a temporary
basis at 10/- per week.

Finally at the AGM in February 1943 arrangements

were made to store club equipment, and it was agreed
that 1942 subscriptions should be returned to members.
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It was not until March 1952 that a meeting of
the club was convened in an attempt to re-instate
the course, but nothing came of this. The land was
still under cultivation, and the new landlord, the
National Trust, and its tenant farmers were unwilling
to give up the land.

On May 3rd. 1957, a further meeting of members
and other interested people was convened. With the
agreement of the National Trust, Mr.Matthew Mitchell
had offered to allow a nine hole course to be constructed
on park land to the west of the old course and adjacent
to the Watch Tower. The course was constructed very
quickly by members, and play started on May 20th.1957.
The whole area was pasture, and therefore play was
possible, the greens were interesting!

For four years the course gave much pleasure to
many people. Unfortunately cows and golf do not mix.
There was always a clash between cutting the fairways
and rough, and allowing to remain as feed for the
animals. Wire was necesSary round each green, and the
cows delighted in padding round and round the Wwire
with inevitable results! Much work was done by many
members, not least Mr.Mitchell, but sadly in 1961
the decision was taken to close the club.

In the early 1970's the National Trust considered
plans for a new course, but nothing came of this.

The club still owns a number of trophies, and
has a small sum of money in the bank. A meeting is
to be held shortly to decide on the future of these
assets and other club records.
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AYLSHAM THEATRE

In the previous issue, Ron Peabody's extract from
the 'Starling memoirs' introduced us to the early days
of the theatre in Aylsham. Since then a further batch
of theatre playbills has come to the editor's notice,
prompting another look at those early years. Dr.Sapwell
takes us all the way back to 1729 recording visits to
Aylsham of the Norwich Company of Comedians. This company
had its home at the White Swan in Norwich, and certainly
made tours to the surrounding towns,including Aylsham.

The White Swan was a famous coaching Inn,and housed
the company until the theatre was built in Theatre St.
in 1757. The White Swan was demolished as recently as
1961, and a good account of the building can be read in
'Norfolk Archaeology' Vol.39. If ever you use Bethel St.
car park and leave your car opposite the west door of
St.Peter Mancroft, it will be just about in the middle
of what was the old playhouse.

T.L.G.Burley in his 'Playhouses and players of East
Anglia' refers us back to 1757 for the earliest records
of the company visiting Aylsham, and also records that
William Scraggs was there in 1786 where he enjoyed the
distinguished support of none less than Humphrey Repton.
Scraggs has been described as one of the most enterprising
touring managers in the east of England, and in 1792 he
joined forces with David Fisher and helped to start that
great enterprise in which generations of the Fisher family
toured the smaller towns of Norfolk and Suffolk, building,
and performing in, their own theatres. In all, thirteen
theatres were built, but the theatre in Aylsham pre-dates
these. The playbill illustrated in our previous issue
advertises a production of the 'Fisher & Scraggs' company
for July 22nd 1809, and the original of this is preserved
in the Aylsham town archives.

The latest batch of playbills ccvers a later period
and advertises plays and performances not only at the
theatre but also in the Assembly rooms at the Black Boys
Inn, at the Dog Inn and also at the Town Hall. There are
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Theatre, Aylsham.

LAST NIGHT BUT TWO.

<> @<
UNDRR THE PATRONAQR OF st

R.MARSTAM, ES Q.

JIRS. MARSHAMNM,
OF STRATTON STRAWLESS HALL.
On Tuesday Evening, 18th Dec., 1836.

The Porfermence wiil sommence wilh the Pothe Comedy of

LOVE LAW
Physic.

Dr. Camphor Mr. IAP'"OLP"-C-plul Danvers ... Mr. MANN
Plazible .... Mr. BDME"VILLE’-— . BA I.Dll’,——A-du- <ove Mr ATKINS
Joha Brown wees M MELVIN— w.nm PLUI!—Cawlun vees Mo MINNB

Mra Hilery .... M, BALDIE— Lawra ... Hn. mvmnovp—uq vese M COPPIN

Al which e vory od wired luteriede, of The

Mayor of Garratt.

8ir Jacob Jollep,.... Me. BALDIE—~Major Sturgeon,.... Mr- BOMERVILLE
Jerry Boesk, (vll.h 1he Seag of Robinsoa Cﬂ e, ) M AYKI‘I—GTl Heal Tap,..Mr. RANDOLPH
Preis,.... Hr. MANN—Liest v Mr. MINNS Ao, . Mr. WRIGHT

HORNPIPE, in character of ¢ Will Watch,
the Bold Smumrler, MR. MANN.

The whole to conclude with u laaghable Farce, entitl od The

IAUNSHNIBIO U S
STRANGER

Or, Married & Buried! b

Aboslifar, King of Bramah,.... . BOMERVILLE—Prlace Ause..... HMr. MELV
Alibajon. ... Mr. BALDIE—— Gim hv Mr. MANN n..n.... Me. ummu‘u
Beajamin Bowbell,.... Mr. ATKINS— Offcar,.... M. HINNS

Traa, the Princess, ..o e Mn nlLDlL—-—

Duer—" No! no! no! Mr. Gimbo, no!"” Mr. Loveosove and Mr. Manw.
Sona.—"Dickey Dolus,” Mr. Manx no.—* Love and Folly,” Mrs.Lovzon
Bowbell's Lament, Mr. Arxine. Cuonus. —*This Unmn the Goda have Onhmed
Doer.—"Welcome, lllustrions Stranger.” Finare.—'* Thus free from all Sorrow,"

Mn LOVEGROVE

Nights of Performing i— Tuesday, T'hursday and Saturday.
*,* Doors open st Ba 0'clach and baqis procisaly ot ballpast.
Raves 204 Futan ) Gallars 10— Hall price st balf past ight, Busos 10 64 Pl 1a Oullery b4
Good Fires constantly kept.
47~ Schools and Children wnder Twelve years of Age adwitted at Aalf-price,’

Tickets W be had of Mr. WILSON, Ster Tovern : and of Mr ATKINS, st Me. Randell's, Huogate Barwtt
where places for the Dazes may be taken,

CRANLFIELD, PRINTLI, AYLSHAM, & OKFORD WILL NORWICIL
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five of particular interest which cover a short period
of five to six weeks during November and December 1836.
Performances were thrice weekly, on Tuesday, Thursday
and Saturday. Doors opened at 6 pm. and the performance
started promptly at 6.30 pm. Tickets were not cheap,
Boxes were 2/6d, Pit 1/6d, gallery 1/-. The only con-
cessions were that after 8.30 one could get in at half
price, and schools and children under twelve could be
admitted at half price all the time.

Tickets were obtainable from various addresses,
possibly at the houses where individual members oOf the
company were lodging. They could be had from Mr. Barney's
in Hungate St., Mrs.Broughton's in Red Lion St. also
at Mr.Hopkins, the tailor, in Red Lion St. Mr.Randell's
in Hungate St. from Mr.Wilson at the Star tavern and
from Mr.Silence. Each production contained one performance
as a benefit for individual members of the cast, and
over the whole tour it seems that each member received
a benefit performance.

The first production on the 6th.November was for
the benefit of Mrs.Coppin and Mr.F. Melvin and contained
two items - "Simpson & Co" by John Poole, a fashionable
comedy first produced at Drury Lane in 1823, and ''Meg
Murnoch, or the mountain hag'" described as a romantic
drama. Between the two items individual members of the
cast sang various songs, so it was a full evening's
entertainment.

The next production on December 8th. was something
quite different. It was presented - 'by the desire and
under the patronage of the Most Noble Grand, Vice Grand,
Past Grand, Officers and Brethren of the Royal Clarence
Independant and Philanthropic Union Lodge of Oddfellows,
Aylsham. It was also a benefit for the actor, Mr.Randolph,
and Brother Somerville (one of the Oddfellows?). The
performance began with the representation of the interior
of an Independant Oddfellows Lodge, complete with regalia,
medals, dresses, etc. etc. in which '"God save the King"
"An Oddfellow's craft song'", "Bold Robin Hood" and the
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THFEATRE, AYLS AYLSHAM.

h 'Tls not in mortals to commnnd BUCCESS,
But we'll do more~-endeavour fo delarve it.”

Mrs. Coppin & Mr. F. Melvin-

Reapectfally snnounce Qbalr BENEFIT for Tucsdiy Evenlng pext.
Mn. COPPIN retums her sincere acknowledgements to her (riéads _for favoa re_
Hitherto s0 liberally bestowed, snd begs lo aseure them, In co n}ntﬂn with Mr.
MELVIN, that no exertion shall be waating on their part to t'ha contiiance,

On Tuesday Evening, November 6th,:1838;

W b perfermed the fashiomable Comedy of .

Simpson &Co

MFDOLPN—IV Bmul-y eers Mr, BOMERVILLE

M. MANN—Willisra ... Mr. MINNS

Nn, Bimpeos .. M. BALDIE—Mn, Pitallsa .. Mn. ATIIN!—Mn. Beowley .. ¥n LOVEGROVE
Modume La Trappe «..... Mn. COPPIN

1N THE COURSZ OF THX KVINING TH1 FOLLOWING SONG3

+ The Shannon and Chesapeake,” .« Mr. MANN.
“ The Sailor King.” c.veeiieeens Mr. MELVIN,
My Arab Steed.” .iiieuereniienariinn e Mn. LOVEGROYR

« The Queer Little Man.” L .ooiveneennns .ve. Mr. ATKINS
Sailor'sHornpipein character, MrMann

To conclode with 8 new Romentio Drama estithed *

Or, the MOUNTAIN . HA G,

Walter, Lard of Finlagas A» » Mr, BOMERVILLE—Lord Frans %m MELVIR
Dunean Greame ... RANDOLPH—Murdya, eachorous domastic .... Mr, BALDIB

Vich Irer. Caprun of Bmd»ul vees Mr, MANN Di %‘ . Mr. MINNB
Locd Melralm - Mustar ATKINS—Asdrod:.. I8 Mr, PLUMB
Meg Meranch, the Mountaln Hag'y ... Mrs! nuow—uy

Lady Bacthe ... Mn. wvmnov:—uudumnwu b A“hn RANDOLPI

Hucters Carouning—Sudlden -ppenr-nce lml PR@PMEC\I ] L. MOUN-
TAIN HAG. Punuit ahd Waraing of Meg Murnocli—Dahdin's suspicion.
Fitzarton's Determination and departore, °
THE CLEN OF LORIN. Meeting of Fitzarron and Meg. l’uurmn [ w-
* ger,is smved by Meg |
OATH OF VICH 1VER to Walkar tr the doroocion of Lovd Molonis 'Hl--nly‘t_yd“

Carvios of Malewim.
JAEDAD g'y@mn COIMBAT between Vich Iar aad (e Moastain Hag—Onpters of Mag.
ho sccases Walter of the Murder of Malcolm—Interesting denctment.
GRAND TAB



closing song and chorus of the Lodge "Now let a joyful
strain" was sung by the brethren. After this it was
straight into the melodrama '"Dream at Sea" by J.B.Buckstone.
This had first appeared in November 1835 at the Adelphi

only twelve months previously. The evening concluded

with the farce by John Poole " Deaf as a post", and on

this occasion it was arranged for the performance to

end by 11 o'clock.

The third production on December 10th 1836 was under
the patronage of the Ladies of Aylsham and was for the
benefit of Mr. & Mrs.Baldie. This began with a domestic
drama written by a Mr.Bird of Yoxford, called "Smuggler's
daughter". This had at least twelve different scenes
described in such great detail on the playbill that the
whole plot is revealed, but despite the great detail I
am still intrigued by the first scene:-

Scene 1 Landscape, the barber's lovemaking in latin..:@:

This was followed by "Day after the wedding'" by
Marie Therese Kemble which had first appeared in 1808
at Covent Garden, and to give real value for money, the
evening ended with a farce by Samuel Beazley called "The
Lottery ticket". Between the items there were also songs
and dances by members of the cast. The fourth playbill
is for 13th.December 1836 under the patronage of
R.Marsham Esq. and Mrs.Marsham of Stratton Strawless Hall
and there was presented the petite comedy "Love, law and
physic" after which was to be seen the farce by Samuel
Foote, '"Mayor of Garratt" which had first appeared at the
Haymarket as long ago as 1763. The evening concluded with
a novelty - a musical farce by James Kenney and W.Mill-
engen with music by Nathan called the "Illustrious
stranger". This contained many solos and duets such as
the intriguing 'No, No, No, Mr.Gimbo no.'

The final playbill is for December 15th. advertised
as under the patronage of the Rev.S.Pitman of Oulton Hall
for the benefit of Mr.Mann and Mrs. Lovegrove. It was a
three act opera called "Rob Roy, or auld lang syne'. This
was, in fact, "Rob Roy Macgregor" by J.Pocock which had
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THIEATRE, AYLSHAM.

BY DESIRE AND UNDER THE PATRONACE OF -
The Most Noble Grand, Vice:Grand; Past (i;z:ind offi.
.cers, and Brethmn,nf(bq Royal Clprence epeu-
dant and~Ph|InnthropIcyUnl6'l: Lodg o

LW RELLOWS,

IR AYLSHAM, i
On Thuroday KEvening, Sth Dec., 1836,
: FOR THH BENEFIT.OF

| :T'BR{H‘I[ER S(’MERMIAE
MR. RANDOLPH.

‘l'lus p«{wmo- will commence at balf-past Nix weldek pmuely with the re-
presentation of the loterior of an™ *

Independant Odd Fellows- «Lodge,
Wth Regalia, Medals, Dresies, §c. §c.

™ whicH
**God Bave the King."—* An Odd Fellows Craft Song."—Ta10,“ Bold Robinbood,"
The Closing bemg sad Chorss of tho Lokpom ¥
“ Now let a Joyful Strain.n
W be Suag by o Brekrna. 575 L3
Aler which will be reprracotad the m.-mu.hp‘n- <alled The

LR,

3o

Travaaion, s wealiby mine owier. QR @ noun—uml‘ﬁunn‘t»qu- My MELVIN
Black Ralpb, & wrocket, Mr.'MANNI-Lazace Lynwood, o Fipberman, oM. 8QMERYILLE
‘Alley Crokar, oversest aad tax collector,... Mr. ATKING - -
Red Norrin,... Mr. PLUMB —~Tom Twokls, villegs pafio-was,. “Mr. BALDIE—Trvwoos,. . Ms. WINKE
Anss Treraaioa ). Ma. mu)g,..ua ,lln LO'[OHD'W-&]‘,M_} BANDOLPJ

Nutg: Rdwdn ....... Iln CX)L o
HORNPIPE IN CHARACTLR MR MANN.

o5 The -ldn [ m-d-d- -uj . I--(hhhv b’)

DEAF:AS: A POST.

Captrio Templewon,... . Mr. MANNZ Mr. Walie,. ... M. nm)ow ..... Mi. MINXE
Gullop,....Mr. BALDIE—Triswm Bappy,.... Arxing
Sopbia Walwo,... .M BALDIE Aony T-mplﬂn ..... 'Mn Loy msovlg
Mr. Plamply,....Mn. COPPIN—Sally bags,.... Mr. ATKING

,—
'r),, F'nmg -Lnksﬂnmmenq upon this occasion, ure 5o nrnnged uto concluda
by Eleven o'clock.; :4e

Nights of Pesforming :—Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday.
*4" Doy opas ot 5ia o'clech aad bags peostenty 00 ul put
eyt T P I 6d Oty 3y~ .,;.u,..‘ o ey
*'Good Fires constant] k t’&
mhauh aad Childres 'lldtl‘ Tpalve yeared 1, WU@M[;’NFI
1‘4.'..’(»»-)»4.1», amnm Mr, Hopkiads of Mr.
T TR e i

pwgn;w, ymgq, AVLSHAM, & nnronnmun{xonmcll.

R i
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first appeared at Covent Garden 1in 1818 and enjoyed
frequent revivals until its last performance at Sadlers
Wells in 1879. Mr.Mann and Mrs. Lovegrove were the two
who had been singing 'No, No, No, Mr.Gimbo no' two
nights previously. This performance, too, ended as usual
with a 'laughable farce' called "Turning the tables"
(author unknown).

These five playbills are probably incomplete for the
whole period, and do not show the full range of the
company's talents. Nevertheless it is a pretty impressive
catalogue. In this short period they could put on dramas,
melodramas, farces, musical farces and even an opera. In
addition, each member could contribute songs and dances
between stage performances. They may even have had their
own speciality acts. Mr.Mann certainly had; he was
obviously very good at the hornpipe. His act is listed in
all five playbills, three times as dancing a 'sailor's
hornpipe in character', once as ' a hornpipe in the
character of Will Watch, the bold smuggler' and finally,
and this must surely have been his'piece de resistance’
dancing a 'hornpipe in fetters' and there is a woodcut
in the playbill to illustrate it. Unfortunately, because
there was not enough room to fit the illistration in the
right way up it was inserted sideways, still, after
dancing the hornpipe in fetters that was probably how he
felt. I wonder what he did for an encore?

C.U.E.M.B. Lectures.

A series of six lectures has been arranged for
the Winter season on '"Georgian Norfolk". These will be
held as usual on Wednesday nights, provisionally on the
following dates - October 8th, October 29th,
November 19th, February 11th, March 4th, & March 25th.
More information should be available at the AGM.
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Theatre, Aylsham.
LAST NIGHT BUT ONE.

UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF

The REV. S, PITMAN,
OULTON HALL,
- FOR THIE IIBENEIF‘][T OF
¥r. MANN & Mrs. LOVEGROVE,

Who beg to inform the Ladies, Oentlemen, and Inhabitaats of Aylshan: and it# Vicl-
nity that their BENEFPIT is fxed for Thursday EVOMDS, December

15th, 1336 an wh::h occasion they solicit their kind interest and support.
‘arformance will sommense wilh the Opers, IIT\I-A‘ o

ROB ROY;

Or, AULD LONG SYNE.

Bir Frederic Vernon ... Mr. IIELVIN—Pnneh Osbaldistons ... Mr. ulm'—o-n .« Mt ATKING
lnh Idistooa .. RANDULPN—DQ-‘II . Me M1 N
Captais Thornto Mr. P. IIPLVIN—lub Roy Macgregor .. Mr. BOMERVILLE
Baifie Nichol Jurvie . Mr. BALDIE—Major Galbraith .. My, ATKINS—Savoders .. Mr. WRIGHT
Disoa Vermoa .. M. OVECIROVE—Mmic..Hm COPPIN—Msber .. Mn. RANDOLPH
Halien Macgiegor .. . Mu. BALDIER

Opening Chorus— * Soon the Sun will Gang to Rest.” by the Company.
Soog— ** My Love is like the Nled Red Roee,” Mr. Mano.
Song—** Ah { wonld it were,” Mm. Lovegrove
Daet— * Though you Ic-nve me now in Sorrow r.Mann and Mra. Lovegrore.
ng— ** The Bannersof Blue,” Mr. Lovegrove.
Song and Chorus— ** Auld Lang Syne,” Mr. Maon and Company.
The Lament, by the Compnny
Chorus sad Dance— * Roy's Wife,” by the Compavy.
Song— ** \Vild White Rose,” Mr. Maon.
Ddel—  Forlorn and Broken Hearted,” Mr. Mano and Mrs. Lovegrove.
Finale— ** Pardon, now, the Bold Outlaw,” by the Compsny.

SONG, « THE_ DEATH_OF NELSQN* MR. MANN,

SONG, MR. ATKINS.

The Celebrated Garland Dance, by the, Company.

W aN
J0F

ut adrdu

NNV

The whole 1o conclude with's laughuble Farce, atitled The

TURNING THE TABLES.

r. RANDOLPH——Edgar do' Con
SOMERVILLE Tom 'nm-m
Jack Humpries, aliss General Jackn,

Miss Knibbs.. Mn. LOVEGROVE—Mr Humphrtn M ﬂALDlE—P-Ily Lacking,..Mn. ATKINB

Jeremish n...,..

Nights o Performin wesday, T'hursday and Salurday.
. o'clock uad begin precisaly ot bll-paat.

A peice st Ml paat Fight. Nosee s 64 PR s Ouliery 84
Good Fires constantly kept.
B Schouls and Children under Twelve years of Age adwitted af Kalf.price.
Tirhetaro be ol of Me. Mann, ot Me, Darmey's, Hungate Streer, and of M. Lovegrove, Mis. Brooghtos

Rosse e 62 Puieed G

—_—
l'I\ANl’.FillD, PIINTER, ORFORD MILL, KORWICH,
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THES STARLING MEMOIRS - 3 Ron Peabody

The part the river Bure plays in the life of our
town may seem small these days but, of course,
historically it has had a major role. Since the
disastrous flood of August 1912 it is no longer
possible for sizable boats to sail right up to the
Mill pool as they had done by using the specially
built Aylsham Navigation.

What it was like when Aylsham was a river port will,
I hope, be shown from the following extracts from the
Starling Memoirs:

", .. Our Town Hall had just been finished. I may say
I saw the Marquis of Lothian lay the stone (1856),
but I was very young at that time. I was with my
mother at the window over-looking. Now at this time,
and five years after, until the railway came (1880)
everything had to come into the town by water - all
salt stuff, all groceries, all corn stuff, heavy
draperies, and everything we needed in the heavy way,
but the light draperies used to come by rail to
Norwich and by Carriers cart and so did the bright
Sheffield goods. Goods from Glasgow and Falkirk by
Steamer, from Newcastle and Hull by steamer; from
London by the big London steamer and from Spalding,
Wisbech and round that way by steamer. From Lynn,
Birmingham, Wolverhampton by rail to Yarmouth and
then transferred to the wherries to bring them by
water to Aylsham. This had all to be done by the
second week in November. %You will wonder why. It
was that the frosts we had at this time were so
severe that oft-times the river was not opened again
until the second or third week in March, so had to
provide from second week in November to third week

in March..."

"... I have forgotten the coal. Well all these big
sheds and house on the staithe and the Mills belong-
ing to Messrs. Bullock, Messrs. Copeman, The Steam
Mills, Maidstone, Margetson and others were completely
filled with coal for the winter..."
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".o. I will tell you now about our wherrymen and their

two days holiday, the 29th and 30th May. We had at
this time about 2 dozen wherries sailing on the Bure
from Aylsham to Yarmouth and return, and these two days
were looked upon by these men as the two days of the
year. They were the only holiday they had. They used
to come up two or three days before, and get their
wherries all ready for return, and then on the 29th
come out in all their glory - nice white duck trousers,
blue cloth waistcoat and coat with bright golden buttons
blue cloth cap with patent peak, and a lot of smart
fellows they were. And didn't they enjoy themselves..."
There were others in the town who used the river for
their recreation - "... The Aylsham & Buxton Boating
Club was formed in 1871. The forming of the club was

in this way. I had to go down to Dr. Morton's one
morning for a slight ailment, and he said'"you are Jjust
the young fellow I want to see. You are fond of the.
water and so am I. I've been wondering if we could get
up a Boating Club for the town and district, as we have
a nice clean little river. Now you talk this over with
your young friends in the town and I will do the same
with my friends and if we get.on will have a Meeting."
Well, we were very successful. All were delighted,

and we had a meeting at the "Red Lion" Hotel when we
selected our officers...

It was decided to have a Regatta each month at Aylsham
in the evenings in May, June, July, and August, and a
large one at Buxton Lamas in September to finish the
season, which were duly carried out, and all through

it was a great success. The people of Aylsham came

in great numbers to the monthly meetings and it

seemed quite a nice little change for them. Sometime

vwe had the band down, but not always..."

-1 wonder how Aylsham would have developed if "The Great
Rainfall" of 26th August 1912 had not happened ?

The river Bure might still be playing an important

part in our economy - the Broads boats could make

their way up to the Mill pool, which in turn may have
prevented the closure of the Aylsham North railway
station.cseeeeess I wonder ?
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800K REVIEW

A gounney tnto ﬂnceAtay, by Rae Collins (Alan Sutton
1984 24.95)

If you are interested in tracing your family tree,
or even in reading how someocne else set about doing
this [and all in a Norfolk setting] then this is the
book for you!

Mrs. Rae Collins writes in an engaging and lively
way about how, from her home in the South West, she
set out to trace her Clarke ancestry in Norfolk. This
detective hunt is wholly absorbing and serves as a
general guide to the amateur genealogist, The second
half of the book puts her discoveries into historical
context, the account of the lives of specific ancestors
highlighting sources which supply background information.

For us in Aylsham there is the added delight of
reading about a local family - with relatives in North
Walsham, Skeyton, Brampton and Cley. The Aylsham grocer
Samuel Clarke, who lived in 'Paradise' in the 18th.
century, is a relative, and his daughter, Ruth, married
John Wickes, a tanner in Blickling, whose descendant,
William Wickes, bought the Belt estate in the early 1Sth.
century.

There are delightful illustrations by Anton
Bantock and photographs of later Clarke relatives, both
of which add to the enjoyment of a 'good read’.

JN

The editor would welcome book reviews of any
titles of local interest which you feel would interest
other members of the Society. The County Library
purchases virtually every book with a Norfolk connection
so whatever is reviewed should be obtainable from the
library at least.
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From time to time we will produce a list
of all titles added to library stock, so that you may

keep abreast of what becomes

available. Only authors

and titles will be listed, as all other details can
be obtained from the library catalogue.It shoulc be
pessible to obtain virtually all these titles'

through Aylsham library,
be obtainable as reference material in t

but occasional titles may only
he Local History

Library in Norwich:-

ATKIN, Malcolm.
BROOKS, Peter
BURROUGHS Peggy
FIELD, Moira

GARROO, Trevor
GAUTLETT, S
HAYES, Derek R.

KENNETT David.
LUMMIS Trevor.
MANN, J.D.
MOARTLOCK,D.P. &

ROBERTS, C.
POOLEY , Graham

\PRIESTLEY Ursulsa.

REACING Eric.
SAMPSON Ashley

STOREY Edward
TOOLEY Beryl

YAXLEY Philip
ZAMOYSKA Betka

Life on a medieval street.

A Sheringham album

Pub walks in Norfolk

The lamplit stage: The Fisher Theatre
circuit 1792 - 1844

East Anglia by rail

Where to watch birds in Norfolk

His Majesty's late ship The Invincible

: . wrecked off Happisburgh

17th.March 1801.

Discovering walks in Norfolk.

Occupation and Society: The East

Anglian Fishermen 1880 - 1914

Great Eastern Railways; a pictorial

collection. '

Popular guide to Norfolk Churches:

Vol.3 - West § S.W.Norfolk.

Eleven hundred years: South Creake.

Shops and shopkeeping in Norwich

1660 - 1730

A Mundesley Album.

Beach formation and change (compiled

for Sheringham Local,Studies Group)

Spirit of the Fens.

John Knowlittle

Memories of Old Wymondham

The Burston rebellion
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Norwich Diocesan School, Rev. William Poulton, head

master
CONVEYANCES TO NORWICH :—

Cromer mail leaves the Black Boy’s hotel at 6 even. &
returns the following morning from the Star ian, Nor-
wich, at 8
Holt coach, Friendship, daily, except sunday, leaves the
Dog inn for Norwich at % past 9 morn. & returns fromn
the Norfolk liotel, at 5 even
Prince of Wales couch leaves the ¢ Red Lion’ every
sat. morning at 9, & returns from the ¢ Duke’s Palace,’
Norwich, at 5 even i

A van leaves the ‘Red Lion’ daily at 8 morn. for Norwich,
returns from the ¢ Duke’s Palace” at 4 aft
Deacon & Co.’s van leaves 73 St. Giles, Norwich, every
tuesday, thursday & eaturduy, arriving at the ¢ Unicorn.
Aylsham, at 1 aft. thence to Holt, returning from the
latter every mon. wed. & fri. at } past 10 morn

Canrriers.—James Purdy, to & trom Norwich, wed. &
sat. Robert Francis Margetson, mon. wed. & sat. A
van calls at the Bull inn every friday at 1 aft. on its way
to Norwich, from Holt & Suxthorpe, & returns on the
sat. at S evening % N E
Navigation Company, Repton & Scott, clerks
Wherries to & from Yarmouth daily, Messrs, Samuel
Parmeter, John Maystone & Robert l‘mncis Marpetson,
proprietors
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