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THE DISAPPEARING CHAIRMAN?

Most of us have occasion to ring up our Chairman
from time to time, for advice and information. Usually
she is there to answer our enquiries, but not always.
Sometimes she is mysteriously absent. Frank is very
cagey when he answers the phone, and usually says
that Jane is out shopping in Aylsham. I have always
accepted this up to now, but I have just discovered
where she really is!

On our recent holiday in California, we watched
the television news broadcasts each night giving
the latest reports on the widespread brush fires which
did so much damage. Imagine my surprise when the
interviewer said:-

"We are now going over for the latest report
on the situation from the chief fire officer for
Ventura County, Jane Nolan."

Mystery solved. Now we all know where she gets to.

COVER PICTURE: Rainthorpe Hall, near Tasburgh. One of the places
visited on our last Mystery History Tour.

[see report on pp.355-57]
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SOCIETY NEWS

MYSTERY HISTORY TOUR - On Thursday, September 9th. everyone was
assembled, ready and waiting before the scheduled time, so that
when our coach arrived we uwere away promptly and heading towards
Norwich. As Peter never reveals the slightest hint of our
destination, speculation began at once as to where we were heading
and what we were likely to visit. Here, I have to admit that I
"guessed" all five places we were to see. I also have to admit
that in each instance, I "guessed" wrongly. I never once got it
right. As we travelled along the Norwich ring road, I was quite
confidently predicting that we were heading for Caistor St. Edmund,
to the Roman site, so I was pleasantly surprised when we turned
down the road to Lower Tasburgh and arrived at Rainthorpe Hall.
Full marks went to the coach driver who took us round the tightest
of corners and over the narrowest of bridges to get us there.

The Hall is tucked away completely out of sight and in the
most attractive of settings. It is now the home of the Hastings
family. It had been bought in 1579 by Thomas Baxter, and fortunately
passed through the hands of sympathetic owners who had done nothing
to spoil the hall over the years, and had enhanced its character.
One was Frederick Walpole, one of the younger sons of the 3rd. Earl
of Orford (of Wolterton). He acquired it in 1853, and was followed
in 1878 by Sir Charles Harvey. Both were keen antiquaries and
collectors. It was easy to see from the present state of the Hall
why it is a favourite setting for TV companies to choose for their

locations.
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From here we left Norfolk and moved over the border into
Suffolk. We stopped in the centre of Bungay to explore Roger Bigod's
castle, built in the reign of King Stephen. Although in the centre
of the town, it is not easily visible, but it was well worth the
visit. The ruins are surprisingly extensive, and one can still
see the remains of a mining gallery built under the keep to
undermine it during an attack, but was never used as such. Some
of us were able to fit in a quick visit to St.Mary's church, once
the church of a Benedictine Nunnery founded in the 12th. century.

We lingered in Suffolk; our next stop was at Mettingham castle
remains. Although built as a castle it became the home of a College
of priests who moved there from Raveningham in Norfolk in the 14th.
century. As it is now all in private hands, we were not able to
get inside, but at our next stop we did get inside Ringsfield church
to explore its contents and its churchyard monuments. It is an
attractive, thatched church tucked away in the backwoods. Its remote
position ensured that its medieval font was spared the attentions
of the reformers, and its decoration is undamaged. The church has
been much restored by the Victorians, but still contains a 1lot
of Jacobean features. However, it was the features in the churchyard
which aroused greatest interest. There we saw four memorials -
one in Art Deco style which seemed so unexpected in this rural
setting. The second was an Elizabethan memorial, complete with
mermaid and the date 1589, and the third was an ornate memorial
to Caroline Murat, grand-daughter of Napoleon's sister, even more
unexpected in a remote Suffolk churchyard. These all provoked the
usual amount of comment, but it was the final memorial - a modern
and very recent grave - which left everyone silent and at a loss
for words.

Qur fimal visit was to Barsham; another round towered church
with connections with Lord Nelson. It also has a remarkable east
window, the like of which we had never seen before. The east wall
is built with a trellis pattern in the stone forming a pattern
of stone lozenges, and the east window is a continuation of the
same pattern. Its date is uncertain, but it could be as early as
the 14th.Century. The original glass has long disappeared and has
been replaced by Victorian glass by Kempe. Altogether, a most
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interesting church. I wondered afterwards whether the medieval
glass might by chance have ended up in Rainthorpe Hall, as our
host and guide there professed not to have the slichtest knowledge
of where his had come from.

Once again, Peter Holman had devised a most successful mystery
tour which everyone seemed to enjoy, and once again, our thanks
T.w.m.

"MILI GATE, Aylsham" - When I reported in the last issue of the
Journal that we had finally published "Millgate, Aylsham", I had,
in fact, just received the copies from the printer, and as I was
writing the report, I was looking at the boxes containing all the
copies waiting to be sold and clutching a printer's bill for several
hundred pounds which the society had to pay. I must admit I was
somewhat apprehensive.

However, six uweeks later all my worries had gone. The book
had sold well (and is still selling), all our bills had been paid
and we were beginning to show a modest profit. The reasons for
this success must be varied, but onme reason certainly must be
because it is a good book and has been well received, and the
Archive Group members can be congratulated on their work. We were
also treated well by Chris Stokes who produced an excellent
publicity article in the Eastern Daily Press complete with a
photograph of our chairman poring over an indenture from one of
the 'Bishop Bundles'. This article, which also appeared later
in the North Norfolk News, must have been seen by many readers
and certainly sparked off lots of sales.

In September we were given extra publicity with an interview
on BBC Radioc Norfolk as part of Keith Skipper's Dinmer Time Show.
OQur Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Editor ventured into Norwich,
wondering what we had let ourselves in for. OQur fears were soon
allayed by Keith Skipper who quickly put us at our ease, and we
enjoyed a 20 minute mardle about the book, and came away admiring
Keith Skipper's professionalism as well as his relaxed approach. If
Keith Skipper is reading this on his way home from work, then "thank
you, bor, and I hope the train is not too late".
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This is probably all we will ever need to report on 'Millgate,
Aylsham'. I am sure we are all ready for the next project, whatever
that might be. T.W.M.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - This took place in the Friendship Club
on 7th.October with an attendance of 40 members. Our Chairman had,
first of all, to report with great regret the death of two of
our members - Thelma Osborne and Ivan Morris. The business of the
meeting was then dealt with in a concise but informative way. The
Secretary reported on the year's activities, most of which have
already been reviewed in these pages, and particularly mentioned
the Architectural Study Day - the brainchild of our chairman -
which had been a most interesting innovation. The society was most
grateful to those Aylsham residents whose houses we visited with
the guidance of Mr.Vic Nierop-Reading. The Archives group, having
completed work on Millgate, had turned its attention to the Aylsham
Poor Law records. The tutor had been Dr.John Pound and the group
had been greatly helped by Julian Eve. The Archives group's work
on Millgate had been organised into a suitable format by Tom Mollard
assisted by a small sub-committee, and Tom had then undertaken
the onerous task of preparing the book for publication. Valerie
tharked all those who had helped her with typing and duplicating,
mentioning in particular Maureen Strong, and expressed the gratitude
of all members to Jane Nolan for her enthusiastic and energetic
leadership.

ORAL HISTORY PROJECT - The chairman invited Elizabeth Gale to speak
about the progress of this project which is supported by the Mardler
Talking Newspaper and The Centre for East Anglian Studies. Those
whose recollections were being recorded were first asked to give
consent to their being made public. Transcripts would be made,
and copies would be placed in the Aylsham Archives. She appealed
for more volunteers to be interviewed.

JOURNAL & NEWSLETTER - This report was given by the Chairman in

the absence abroad of Tom Mollard. The recently produced issue

(Vol.3 No.11) was the penultimate one of the present volume. The

December issue would be the 34th. issue since the Journal began

in 1985. Material for future issues would be welcomed. The editor
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had wondered if members felt that they would like a new editor
with fresh ideas, a suggestion which was immediately rejected
unanimously by the meeting. The chairman recorded the society's
sincere thanks to Tom, and his wife Sheila, who had done much proof-
reading. The editor had expressed his gratitude to all contributors.

TREASURER'S REPORT - The Treasurer gave details of the satisfactory
state of the Society's finmances; total balances being £537.24 [see
Account on back page of this issue]. This was, in part, due to
the increased subscription and in part to the help given by members
in various tasks. She pointed out that, as well as moving current
and deposit accounts from Barclays Bank to Midland Bark, to avoid
the imposition of bank charges, a new Girobank Publications account
had been opened to be operated by the editor. This with the addition
of a loan from one of our members had been used to finance the
publication of our book on Millgate. The Treasurer thanked the
auditor, Mr. Graeme Johnston, for once again auditing our books.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS & COMMITTEE: The Officers - Jane Nolan
(Chairman), Valerie Belton, (Secretary), and Betty Gee (Treasurer)
were all re-elected. Two committee members, Tom lWest and Maureen
Strong, having retired after a three year term, Tom West and Geoff
Gale were elected for a new term. Elizabeth Gale was elected to
fill the outstanding two years of Frank Stageman's term.

CHAIRMAN'S REMARKS: The Chairman thanked all officers and committee
members for their hard work and also expressed her appreciation
of those members who assisted in many other ways. Jane then outlined
the lecture programme for the winter, mentioning lectures on the
anaesthetist, Joseph Thomas Clover and the painter, Joseph Clover,
and on Saxon Norfolk. She announced that the society planned to
celebrate its 10th. amniversary during the first weekend of July
1994, when the Town Hall had been booked. Various ways of marking
the occasion were under consideration. The chairman suggested that,
having looked at some Aylsham roofs and attics in the summer,
perhaps next year there could be a tour of some Aylsham cellars. She
would also like to make it possible for members to use their
particular abilities. During the «course of an interesting
discussion, members made suggestions for future activities. Coffee
was then served. B.GEE

359



ST.FAITH'S FAIR & THE DROVERS - Following the AGM, Dr.Julian Eve
gave us a fascinating account of the Drovers' Fair held at St.Faiths
during the seventeenth century. He showed us how drovers undertook
the enormous task of driving cattle from the Highlands of Scotland
to the East of England, via the Scottish Lowlands, Carlisle,
Yorkshire, Grantham and thence to Norfolk, uwhere cattle were
fattened before being sold at the Fair. The drovers followed special
routes to avoid paying tolls. One can only be amazed at the way
they transported up to 500 cattle along the byways of England.

The Fair lasted three weeks and became notorious for drunken-
ness and licentious behaviour. By 1830, the wishes of local
landowners prevailed, and the Fair was closed, although cattle
continued to be sold at St. Faiths for some years. The development
of railways in the nineteenth century brought the system of driving
cattle through England to an end.

We also saw slides of unusual Highland cattle; finally, Julian
showed us interesting slides of the old priory at St.Faiths, where -
after the removal of fine wood panelling, thirteenth century murals
were revealed, in very good condition, depicting life in earlier
times. Derek Lyons, on behalf of members, thanked Julian for his
most interesting talk. B.GEE

THE CLOVER LECTURE - The applause which followed Geoff Gale's vote
of tharks, following the first of the two lectures about members
of the Clover family, showed how much we enjoyed Dr.Christopher
Woollam's illustrated lecture on Joseph Thomas Clover, the pioneer
anaesthetist who was born in Aylsham.

As consultant anaesthetist at the Norfolk & Norwich Hospital,
Dr.Woollam was well qualified to talk about him and his place in
medical history. He guided us through the intricacies of the Clover
family tree, and their confusing use of the Christian names - John
and Joseph. The family was prominent in Aylsham in the late
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Wright's map of 1839 records
that they owned over 250 acres scattered about the town in 7 plots,
and, as Geoff Gale pointed out, one plot was quite close to the
Friendship Club in Cawston Road where the lecture was given in

October.
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It was interesting to see the piece of anaesthetic apparatus
invented by Clover, which Dr.Woollam had rescued from a cupboard at
the Norfolk & Norwich Hospital. Clover, we heard, was a practical
man who devised a number of useful medical instruments. Dr. John
Sapwell wrote of him that despite suffering from a chronic chest
condition:-

"in character he was modest and sympathetic to the needs and cares
of others. Wholly dedicated to his profession, he was content to
follow the path of duty as he saw it, so long as his strength
lasted."

I look forward to the second lecture to be given in the Spring,
when we learn about Clover's uncle, Joseph Clover the portrait
painter. The Clover/Snow collection of archives in the Woodward
Biomedical Library, University of British Columbia, mentioned
by Dr. Woollam, has been written up in the October 1972 issue of
"Anaesthesia", a copy of which is in our Parish Council archives.

R.PEABODY

1994 CELEBRATIONS

Next year we will celebrate the tenth anniversary of our
society. We are still a very young society compared to many, but
even a tenth anniversary is worth celebrating. The officers &
committee feel that members would want us to do something to mark
the occasion, and a small sub-committee, under our chairman, will
work at this. To be successful, we will need the help of all
members. The Town Hall has been baoked for the weekend 2-3rd July,
but how we use the occasion still needs to be determined. So our
Chairman needs offers of help, and particularly ideas of what sort
of a programme can be presented. One thing that will be needed is
material from members on Aylsham's history; photographs, memorabilia
etc. Now is the time to be thinking about what 1is available. Tt
takes time to prepare materials for copying or display, and we
will need all the available time between now and nmext July to do
things properly. If you can help in any way, contact Jane Nolan.
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GONE TO POT? Jane Nolan

The fact that some Norfolk farmers are now being allowed to
grow cannabis was reported in the press and on television recently.
My first reaction was surprise, followed quickly by the realisation
that this is no new crop but a centuries' old one revived. Cannabis
is, of course, hemp (Latin name: cannabis sativa) from which comes
the name 'canvas'.

This news item reminded me of some correspondence I had some
years ago about the growing of hemp. It arose out of our study of
the list of landowners recorded in "Aylsham in the Seventeenth
Century" [1988]. In that rental there were two landholders listed
as having, in addition to other properties, hempland or a hemp yard.
There was William Orwell who with Christina, his wife, had extensive
properties in the parish including the one called 'Paradise', near
the church (now The Wilderness!) and one described, but unidentified
as a capital messuage (i.e. large house and grounds) with barn,
malthouse and other buildings along with - 'an orchard containing
one rood and a hemp-land 26 perches and le backsyde'. There was
also Thomas Cressy, who lived in the Angel Inn on the corner of
Burgh Road and the Norwich Road where the old Bank House now stands,
and which may incorporate some of the older building. He had property
in Millgate which he left by his will in 1615 to the poor of the
town. The rental states that the property consisted of - 'a messuage
and diverse lands adjoining with the hemp yard'. This property was
later pulled down and replaced by the workhouse.

Curious to know more about this crop, I was advised to write
to Oliver Rackham, the author of "The History of the Countryside"
who responded with a very helpful letter from which I give some
extracts:-

'Cannabis was the main fibre plant in England from Anglo-
Saxon times until the 18th. century, and was grown all
over the country, but especially in Norfolk. The growth
of cannabis was made compulsory in 1532 by statute [24 Hen

VIII c.4] to reduce unemployment and encourage home
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industries. . . ."The Kinges Highnes. . . to avoyde that
most abhomynable vice of ydelnes out of this Realme, hath
enacted. . . that all man'perstnes. . .having in their
occupacion threscore acres of arrable land or pasture.
. . shall yerely for ever. . .till and sowe one rood
that is to say the iiij [fourth] parte of one acre. .
with Lynseade otherwise called flax sead or hemp seade,
or with both. . .upon peyne to forfait iijs iiijd (3/4d)
for every thre score acres."

I have no evidence at all that during the thousand
years in which cannabis was grown, anyone ever suspected
that it had any property other than that of being a fibre
plant.'

From the writings of Arthur Young at the end of the eighteenth
century and articles in the Eastern Daily Press (see references
below) it is clear that hemp growing and processing was once a highly
organised industry in Norfolk, particularly in the Waveney valley
and the product was widely used for shirts, sheets and table-linen.

Sources
0liver Rackham:; Personal communication.
E.Pursehouse. 'Hemp - a forgotten Norfolk crop'. [EDP. Feb 1961]
Fussell G.E. 'Waveney Valley Hemp' [EDP. October 1954]

---000oc0---

THE ~ AYLSHAM = ASSOCIATION  COLLECTION  OF
PHOTOGRAPHS OF AYLSHAM

Miss Gwen Gaymer, who was secretary of the Aylsham
Association for many years (retiring in September
1986) compiled these notes in June 1983 on the
Photographic Survey of Aylsham which was made in 1975.

They give some background information about the
survey which was sponsored by the Aylsham Association.



To many of us the photographs can seem to be almost
contemporary, but already they are acquiring a period
atmosphere. They are almost 20 years old, and a lot
has happened to Aylsham in that time. They form a
striking example of the value of keeping photographic
records of the everyday scenes around us. It was an
inspired action on the part of the Aylsham Association
to sponsor the project back in 1975

A photographic survey of Aylsham was undertaken by the Aylsham
Association in 1975 to mark European Architectural Heritage Year.
That campaign was supported by over 80 nations; its object being
the protection and enhancement of Europe's historic towns and
monuments.

In the U.K. a committee was set up under the presidency of
the Duke of Edinburgh. One of the reasons for the project was to
draw people's attention to the fact that the world is squandering
its resources at an unprecedented rate. Some assets are natural,
like the minerals below ground. Some are man-made, like inherited
works of art. All are irreplaceable, and once lost they can never
be recovered. Paintings, sculptures etc. can be put into museums,
but what of historical monuments, buildings, touns and villages?
We have a duty to preserve what is left for the benefit of future
generations, and its obliteration must not be accepted as the
inevitable price of progress. This is what the Council of Europe
had in mind when it designated 1975 as European Architectural
Heritage Year.

The above is the background to the collection of photographs
taken by Mr. Andrew Paton and now housed in the Parish Archives.
The photographs are grouped under nine headings - religion,
education, industry, commerce, recreation, services, domestic,
health & welfare, and agriculture. They formed the basis for an
"eyes wide open" competition for the local schoolchildren and were
displayed for several weeks at the back of the parish church.

[from notes supplied by Ron Peabody ]
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NOTES & QUERIES

One query in our last issue has been answered by Canon Jack
Vyse. The enquiry asked "who was the thatcher whose gravestone
is in Aylsham churchyard". The name is now illegible although the
date 1753 can still be read. Jack reminds us of the booklet he
produced in 1980 when he was rector of Aylsham, and writes:-

"In it I make reference to Greenwood the thatcher as one of
the people who had known it as their parish church, and the
tail-piece is a sketch I made of the headstone in question.
The wording seems to be - "In memory of Richard Greenwood, who
died. . . "

The sketch from the booklet is 1illustrated here. It is
disturbing that an inscription which was legible as recently as
1980 has already disappeared. Local historians will be forever
indebted to the local W.I. groups which responded to the suggestion
of recording the monuments and gravestones in their local
churchyard. Aylsham W.I. did respond and a copy of their survey
of St.Michael's churchyard is now amongst the Parish Archives.

Jack Vyse also casts doubt on the other gravestone in the
churchyard which was referred to in the article by James Hooper,
in the same issue. This is the grave of Robert Gibson who died
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April 10th. 1824. He was reputedly the last man hanged in England
for sheep stealing. Jack maintains that an executed felon would
not have been buried in consecrated ground. Neither has he ever
found a reference to this particular execution which was supposedly
at Norwich castle. Could this provide a suitable challenge to one
of our members to prove, one way or another, whether this story
is true?

MILLGATE, AYLSHAM - It was inevitable that many details would be
omitted in our recent publication on Millgate, and that there would
be gaps in some of the accounts of Millgate's story. To fill one
of those gaps, Mrs. J.Duff Dick of Clover Court writes in connection
with the Anchor Inn:-

"My uncle, Clifford Spink, was landlord there for 25 years,
up until 1962 when the brewery sold it and it became a private
house. You may also be interested to hear that my mother's family
lived in Millgate, in Rose Cottage. They may not have been one
of the most notable families, but they must have been one of
the largest; there were sixteen children. My mother lived there
until 1920, when she went into service. Three of the family are
still living. Clifford is now living in Gressenhall."

I am grateful to Mrs. Duff Dick for helping to complete the picture.

-—-000oc0---

ORAL HISTORY Elizabeth Gale

In the March 1993 issue of our Journal members were informed
of the formation of a committee for Oral History. A programme was
outlined and Jane Nolan and Elizabeth Gale were appointed to make
the recordings and they have recently been joined by Derek Lyons.

In the following months, a number of recordings were made, and
the tapes with transcriptions will be deposited in the Aylsham
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Archives. The Centre of East Anglian Sound Archive, at the
University of East Anglia, will be given copies

The 'Mardler' (Talking Newspaper for the Blind) has access
to these recordings, and will use any items which could be of
interest to their listenmers. lle are grateful to all those who
have recorded their memories for the Oral History and have given
their permission for this information to be used for research,
publication, education, lectures and broadcasts.

Many members of the society have responded to our request
for the names of those whose memories should be recorded. We are
grateful for this response and are following up these
recommendations, but it will take time to make all the recordings.
This does not prevent additional names from being added to our
list and we rely on members to keep us supplied. If you have anyone
whom you wish to recommend, write or telephone:-

Elizabeth Gale, 2 Mash's Row, Millgate,
Aylsham. Norwich NR11 BST
Telephone: (0263) 734252

—--000o0---

RAF Oulton Memorial Association

The Association is planning the erection of a permanent
memorial to be built near the playground in the Street. A Book
of Remembrance is also to be placed in Blickling church.

The dedication of the book and memorial is planned for

15th. May 1994

The Association would be pleased to hear from anyone living in
the Aylsham area who may have been stationed at the airfield during
the war. The address of the Association is :- "St.Clair", 47b Albany
Road, St. Leonards, East Sussex. TN38 OLJ.

Further information is available from Paul Killingback; on
Aylsham 735139
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SOME AYLSHAM DATES - SOME ANSWERS

The answers to Peter Holman's competition in our last issue:-

1. c.500
2. 1085
3. c1380
4 1543
5. cl1624
6. 17719
7. 1849
8. 1857
9. 1912
10. 1913
1. 1881
12. 1990

The arrival of Aegel who may have given the town its name
The Domesday Survey

Rebuilding of the parish church - perhaps under . the
influence of John of Gaunt

The Bridewell built at the top of Burgh Road by Rabert
Marsham - some cells still exist

The Aylsham Rental produced. [now published as "Aylsham
in the Seventeenth century" by the Society, in 1988]

The completion of the Navigation
Aylsham Union Workhouse built - now St.Michael's Hospital
Building of the Town Hall, originally as a Corn Exchange

The Great Flood - destroyed many local bridges and locks
on the canal

The John Soames Memorial. [The thatched pump at Carr's
Corner ]

The building of the by-pass; four miles long to avoid
Aylsham and Ingworth

The Bure Valley railway - narrow guage line on the track-
bed to Wroxham.

As there were no completely correct answers, the editor has managed
to avoid having to hand out any wonderfully expensive prizes.
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