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August - date to be determined - Peter Holman’s 
guided visit to sites of interest in North Norfolk.
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FUTURE PROGRAMME 
(Some dates for your diary)
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Tom Hollard, Flint Cottage, Calthorpe Rd. Erpingham [Cromer 761638] 
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SECRETARY 
Miss V.Belton 
Aylsham 73A121

CHAIRMAM
Mrs. J. Nolan
Aylsham 732226

1. Tuesday - 9th.July, - a visit to Horsham St.Faith’s 
Priory, for those who missed the previous visit. Meet 
2pm. outside the parish church, where we will start 
our tour. Dr.Julian Eve our guide, and if conditions 
permit we may be able to extend the visit to include a 
look at the remains of Horsford castle.
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- details still to be arranged 
to the exhibition at the Queen’s Gallery 
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4. Wednesday - 9th.October. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
at the Friendship Club. More details will be circulated 
later. The business meeting will be followed by aQ 
interim report on the progress of the work of the 
’Millgate’ group.
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3. Thursday -12th.September - "Early Baptists in 
Aylsham" a talk by the Rev.B.Allcock. NB This meeting 
will take place in the Baptist church at 7.30 pm. 
(Parking available on Bond’s car park or on the car 
park of the Catholic church.)
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PISTOLS AT DAWN ?
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NEWSLETTER
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We don^t take 
days. We are 
to reach for 
well when we 
politics, years ago.

our politics too seriously,
■ to resort to a yawn 

which is perhaps just 
excitements were

S , 
g 
3 

illp .. ■(D £
1 <Hfc i

S Sf-S.g 23^

1 O
I §■ I

monument to such excitements 
near the old Woodrow Inn - a 

duel between Sir Henry Hobart and 
in which Hobart died on the point 

sword. This was the tragic finale to 
argument in which Hobart accused Le Neve 

lose his parliamentary seat, by 
in 
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The most famous local 
stands on Cawston Heath, 
memorial to ■ the 
Oliver Le Neve, 
of Le Neve’s 
a political j 
of causing him to 7 
spreading false tales of his supposed cowardice 
Ireland. Despite Le Neve's vigorous denials, 
duel still took place. This all ’happened in 1698.

Just over 200 years later, another politically 
inspired duel almost took place involving local 
politicians. In this incident there was again a member 
of the local aristocracy, Lord Kimberley, and his 
opponent was Col. B.B,Sapwell, grandfather to our 
Dr.Sapwell, the Aylsham historian. It was not parlia-
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In 
cutting, 
his tongue stuck 
following report:-
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It was (Ir.Sapuell’s reference to a 
raised the noble earl’s rage last Saturday.
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whose reporter, with 
his cheek, gave the
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•H J §:S-5 §-|"After the first challenge, on Saturday", said Mr.Sapwell, "I ‘ 

thought the matter had blown over, and in fact, I have always looked 
on his lordship’s challenge in the light of Opera Bouffe. However, 
when the meeting was over, I found his lordship waiting in another 
room for me. He was white with rage, and rushed up to me and 
challenged me to fight. I said, jokingly, ’certainly let us settle 
it in an empty room here, with just the chairman to see fair play’. 
Lord Kimberley rushed up closer still, and insisted that we should 
go to Paris. I still said 'Let’s settle it here' then he thrust 
his face close to mine, and called 'me 'cur' and 'coward*. This 
roused me and I raised my hand to strike him, when he started back, 
and said, ’don’t strike me'. Then our fellow councillors rushed 
in between us ............. I shall require something to be done
in the matter of that insulting remark ’cur and coward’, I can't
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This happened in October 1905. The national press 

got wind of the incident, and although it was hardly 
the ’silly season' for the press, it was reported 
with relish for the whole country to read and enjoy, 

the Parish archives there is a fading newspaper 
from the Daily Miror, 

tongue stuck firmly in
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mentary politics which provoked them, but the more 
mundane affairs of the Norfolk County Council. At 
a meeting in the Shirehall in Norwich, tempers flared, 
and such insults as "cur" and "coward" were exchanged.
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Yesterday's Daily Mirror had an interview with Mr. Sapwell 
who was challenged at a meeting of the Norfolk County Council, by 
Lord Kimberley, to step over to Paris and fight a duel. Mr.Sapwell 
is a fine, tall, grey-haired man with a black moustache and about 
sixty years of age. Mr. Sapwell said this was not the first time 
Lord Kimberley had offered to fight him, though no real ill-feeling, 
as far as he knew, had ever existed between them.
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Sir lililliam - Ffolkes,

the plucky
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carrying his life in one hand and his hat in the other, 
councillor entered the apartment. . .etc."

con
noted breeder)
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Messengers passed between. Mr Sapwell was summoned to a private 
room. . .
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A week passed, and then on Saturday the parties met again, 
for the meeting of the Council Committee at Norwich brought them 
together. The old-world county town was alive with excitement, 
and people who saw Mr.Sapwell walk through the main street wondered 
if he were going to his death.

Working himself up into a literary frenzy, the 
reporter went straight into top gear, describing house
keepers fainting and waiters trembling, and everyone 
wondering if it would be pistols for two and coffee 
for one -
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room.
versed on
whilst Lord Kimberley and his son were
Room. Anxious waiters, managers and visitors to the hotel patrolled
the corridors to maintain a barrier between the fire-eaters.

newspaper headline read- Duel stopped at 
This was the cost of hiring the private 
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Precisely what happened next is not recorded. 
Presumably compliments were exchanged, instead of 
bullets^.^ They both emerged, talking about the weather. 

, by his kindly intervention, had 
duel that might have.ended in death.

The 
a cost of 5/-. 
room, and both parties reportedly agreed 
cost was excessive 'as there wasn't even 
the room'. Even "Punch" managed to get
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Soon after 11am, Sir William ■ Ffolkes, the chairman of the 
County Council, strode into the Royal Hotel, and demanded a private 

Meanwhile, Mr.Sapwell sat in the hall of the hotel and 
crops and racehorses (of which he is a

son were closeted in the Smoking



act, and published the following gera:-

THE BETTER PART

proposed and

38 59

[Concerning the Kimberley-Sapwell duel, 
abandoned.]
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As a matter of interest, the whole exchange began 
over procedural wrangling about the Shirehall Extension 
Committee report. Thank heavens they didn’t have the 
Poll Tax to debate, who knows what might have resulted.

Tom Mallard

sffls s S □ g-2 sSo^'5 as a s-as

J'a 2-q 4^2^

’'I'll shoot you dead” cried Tweedledee 
’’Let’s catch the evening boat” 

”No guns" said Tweedledum "for me" 
and shed his little coat.

With rage their little heads were hot, 
'Til peaceful ffolkes said 'Don't' 

"Well, if you think we’d better not" 
They both replied ”We won't".

COVER ILLUSTRATION Aylsham church taken from the book "Views of 
the churches in Norfolk, illustrative of Blomefield’s history of 
that county", from original drawings by R.Ladbrooke. Vol 2 1843.
A pleasant illustration, although Ladbrooke didn’t always get it 
right. I am still trying to find what happened to the drawing of 
Erpingham church - the one portrayed under ’Erpingham’ bears no 
resemblance. Ed,
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AYLSHAM WINDOW TAX

58
39

There 
J and 

were introduced

the members 
Aylsham Window Tax 

‘ names

re-minting 
It replaced the 

some 27 years

On the face of it, 
be a difficult tax to 
continued for 155 ; 
Each household paid

it would seem that it would 
assess and impose, but it 

years until it was repealed in 1851.
 1 a basic 2/- and those houses with

between 10 and 20 windows paid a further 8/-. T 
must also have been another scale for 10 windows 
under. Further variations in the scale 
.later, from 1747 onwards.

document recently examined by
-J ■ course is headed 

[NRO MS 3512/405]. This lists the
the number of windows

♦J ■«

.2 t'^'2 =
S' O 3-9

S o? 3 gSa ® ^.2^ § ®

One (' 
of the Archives 
Rate 1739” [ 
of Aylsham householders, and 
for which each one was assessed.

A window Tax was Imposed on house occupiers from 
1696 onwards to help meet the cost of 
the damaged coinage of the realm. Z 
Hearth Tax which had been levied for 
until its repeal in 1689.

This list is of sufficient interest to be worth 
reproducing on its own. However, looking through the 
catalogue of our Parish Archives, we can find an entry 
for Aylsham Window Tax 1697", which means that we 
possess the original taxation list compiled immediately 
following the introduction of the Act in 1696. This 
provides a splendid opportunity to set out both lists 
side by side and compare the changes, particularly 
in family names, over a 42 year interval.

It is of interest, also, that the 1697 document 
is the original, not a copy! The original of the 1739 
list is in the Norfolk Record Office, and we have 
only a photocopy of it.
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1697 List 1739 List
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S3

20uj
10w

20uJ 
lOw 
20w

Aylsham
1697

10uj 
IQiij 

1 lOw 
20uj 

cottage

20uj 
lOuj 
IDui

9w. 
Su 
gu 
30u 
29u 
llu 
29w 
10U 
gw 
30w 
14w 
13iiJ 

17w 
9w 
11111 

7iii

10-0
6-0
6-0

10-0
6-0
6-0
6-0

10-0
2-0
2-0

10-0
6-0
2-0

10-0
6-0 

10-0

CD I s

Imps.Joseph Allen 
Tho: Allen 
Charles Allen 
fliles Bayspool,Gent 20uj 
Tho: Bell 
Hen.Bateman 
Tho: Bateman 
Jno.Berry 
Tho: Boot i 
Richard Boeing 
Tho: Burrowes 
Nich. Bullard 
James Grow 
Jno. Curties 
Th. Colson 
Richd. Carr

Amys John
Aggs Phillip
Aggs Robert
Atthill flad^*
Bennett John Gent 
flore late Webster
Bell Thomas Esq.
Bell Coulson Gent
Buddell (?) Thomas
Bray John
Barnard Thomas
Barrett William
Breese W^’
Burrows David 
Bullbrook Jno. 
Berry Wm.
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Jonathan (Chalker), . , for the said Towne for 
window (tax on) houses pursuant to an Act 

Parliament . . the 7th yeare of the Reign of. . 
Will . the 3rd. for seven years toward. . . .ing 
good the coyn of England pd* comnie(ncing) from 
the 25th.rnarch 1697 for one year.

Because of its age, the 1697 list is very fragile 
and badly worn, leaving parts of it illegible. Luckily, 
it has been transcribed some years ago, presumably 
during Dr. Sapwell’s time, and we can use the 
transcript. The earlier list also gives slightly more 
detail. It has a brief introduction, which the later 
list lacks and it shows the number of windows on which 
the tax was assessed and the actual amount paid. Both 
lists are in a rough alphabetical order which I haven’t 
attempted to improve on. The 1697 list is prefaced 
thus:-
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Thomas L. . .
Robert Lincoln 
Peter Lenk 
Robt. Madgle 
Richd. Flussett 
Richard Flumby 
Gabrieli Hiller 
Robert Hoon 
3no. Parker
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1739 List_____________
Beeton John
Bloom John
Clarke Francis Gent
Curties lilidow
Curties John
Curson Joseph
Crumpton Joseph 
Custans Jonathan
Chalker. Widow
Coxton Henry 
Coxford Wm. Senr 
Cook Joseph
Crogals (7)William
Coman Wm. (Cowan?)
Calthorp Widow
Clarke Sami.
Cox George
Coxford Wm.Jnr. Poor
Carr Ed.
Dowell Widd.
Drake James
Dey Edward
Dix Richd.
Dix Thomas
Elden Thos. gent
Ellis Erasmus
Englewood. Widow Poor
Edwards Wm.
Elward Widow 
Elden Had"’’

Bw 
5w 
30w 
19w 
19w 
15w 
9w 
15w 
19w 
IDw 
11w 
9w 
18w 
12w 
6w 
20w 
15w 
Bw 
9w 
Bw 
26w 
Bw 
6w 
Ww 
30w 
19w 
7w 

19w 
8w 

13w 
Elden late Cubitt,Poor 9w 
Forster Widow 
Francis .Thomas 
Fish James 
Freer (?) Widow 
Flegg Thomas 
Feuerall Thos

ro tn
£

i-t
p
u
03
P ..

ra X

a.s

g >-

s
-

!

-5a’-g'S at

-:«15— ® —a -

f'5 j_a T

in

ra 
3 
03 
X

2 «
§ .-2
0) tn 
03 
£

.2^ § 
tn 

I s H o 
® u.

O
•H X

X
03 p
ra
X

Jji 
CX.*^

_ -2
PS

S

■ -1697 List 
Wm.Curson

■ Hen. Carr 
Robt. Curties 2Qw 
Widd. Coxton cottage 
Jonath. Chalker 
Jno. Cammell 
Tho: Day 
Jno. Daniell 
Jos. Durrill 
Wd. Durrant 
Francis Doughty 
PTr.Dey Senr. 
Robt.Fawcett 
Richd. Futter 
Tho: Forster 
Tho: Fennkling 
Jno. Griffin 
Jno.Gammond 
Tho: Green 
Peter Gill 
Robt. Hall 
Nicho. Howes 
Wd. (H?)agen 
Phillip Hart 
Um.Hall
Francis Hallibur 
Ww. Hall
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1697 List 
Tho: Prick 
Jno. Peascod 
Thomas Pinchen 
Jno. Playford 
Sarah Platten 
Robt. Peascod 
Wm.Perdy 
George Pye 
George Powler 
Oliver Page 
Jno. Parnell 
Uidd. Riseborrow 
Peter Rolf 
Thomas Rust 
Edmd. Rust 
Edmund Rump 
Wm. Randle 
Robt. Ryall 
Jno. Reeve 
Edmund. Rumball 
Wicho. Robinson 
Robt. Rump 
Henry Rippingall, gent 20w 
James Robinson 
Sami. Soame 
Thomas Searles 
George Stoaks 
Uidd. Spurrell 
Uidd. Smith 
Jno. Swiflen 
Edwd, Silent 
Edmund Stoaks 
Wm. Smithson 
Wm. Smith 
Wm. Smithson Sent. 
Thomas Smith 
Robt. Thexton

it meant a 
to the Shorter 
likely to mean 

sound as a

"on

familiar to some 
gave a talk on Mayor making in Early 

Modern Norwich. This was a survey of the history and 
deveolpment of the mayor-making ceremony out of a 
number of medieval elements, including the Feast Day 

the Guild of St.George, against the background 
the coming of the Strangers, and the growth of 

the rural population which expanded into the city.
Jane Nolan

1739 List__________
Gill Um. 
Green late Durrant 
Gidney John 
Greenwood Richard 
Green John 
Glasspoole Thos. 
Hillon (?) John 
Hawkins Thos. 
Hook Had"' 
Harding Joseph 
Jewell Edmund Gent 
Ives Clement 
Keymer Um 
Knights poor 
Lubbock Thos 
Lemon L...7 
Loveday Joseph 
Lack Thomas 
Lockett poor 
Lubbock Robt. 
fillers (?) Um, 
nilbone Thos. 
rOosey F 
Flurrell Thos. 
Floon Um. 
Mallett Uilliam 
Olley J.
Peterson Robt.Gent. 
Pond Uidow 
Piggon Edwd. 
Philippo John 
Peterson John 
Pycraft , poor 
Power John 
Parson Francis 
Puxley poor 
Rannells Um.

ive with warts I This was an excellent lecture, given 
without notes, and accompanied by good slides of well- 
known plants and herbs.

Our next lecture was by Timothy Easton on The 
Magic Protection of Houses. It is quite a well-known 
fact that when old fireplaces are being dismantled 
or repaired, shoes and other objects are frequently 
found lodged in the chimney piece. Mr.Easton has made 
a study of such finds, and showed a series of slides of 
chimney pieces and the objects placed there. Apparently 
it was believed that these objects provided spiritual 
protection for the house.

After lunch, we had an excellent lecture from 
Dr.Paul Cattermole on Bells and bell-ringing in 
Norfolk*. Few people could know less than I do about 
bell-ringing, and I learned a lot about its basic 
features and its 'history from the drawings and slides 

■ we were shown. I -was reminded of the reference found 
in a will which the ’Millgate* group was studying 
recently: Thomas Spurrell, Miller in Aylsham, died 
in 1772, and asked that - "on the day of my burial, 
the bells may chime in the manner as they did for 
the burial of Mr.Edward Jewell lately, and that the 
Aylsham ringers, ring the Bumbled peal"

We were uncertain as to what this meant, and in
clined to conclude that it meant a muffled peal. 
However, after referring to the Shorter English 
Dictionary, it seems more likely to mean a buzz 
hum, - ’a loud deep resonant sound as a cannon 
large bell.*

Finally, Dr.Victor Morgan, 
us. in Aylshara,



T

Y

ClerkeI attended this

lOw

Jno. Bonett 16uj

7w

e

Jonathan Chalker
54

43

Peter Lawes
Tho: Thompson
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Robt. Russell 
Jno, Plitchell 
Wd. Huggen, Nr 
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10-0 
35-06-
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14-16
14-12
34-10-0

6-0
34-16-0

CENTRE OF EAST ANGLIAN STUDIES - Every year, the Centre 
which is part of the University of East Anglia, 
arranges events for its Associate Members. These 
usually take the form of a Day School, or a day-long 
visit to a place or places of interest. In addition 
to being interesting in content, they are enjoyable 
in that they bring together like-minded people, and 
offer opportunities to talk with staff as well as other 
Associate Members.

SUBSCRIPTIONS - Please note that annual subscriptions 
become payable each October at the ACM. If anyone 
has not yet paid for the current year, it would be 
a great help if this could be done before the next 
AGM - to Maureen Strong, please.

On March 2nd, I attended this year’s Associate 
Members Day School. The programme was entitled ’Popular 
Culture in Early Modern East Anglia’-

empty
empty

.Windhams errpty
Globe empty 
' K.Head

> 1739 List 
Robins Jacob 
Robson Widow 
Rudd Thomas 
Rust Ed. 
Raimes Thomas 
Rump Thos. 
Scott Francis 
Searles Thos. 
Searles Wm 
Smithson Ralph 
Soame Thomas 
Soame John 
Soame Henry 
Spurrell Thos 
Spurrell Widow 
Spinck John 
Spinck William 
Smith Thos poor 
Smithson Henry 
S....? John 
Sexton Thos Gent 
Seeley Robert 
Spanton late Carr 
Sendall Edwd. 
Thexton Robt. 
Thompson Willm.
Thompson widow empty Bw 
Tomling Francis
Tompson at Stonegate 

poor
Tomason John late 

Mallett
Underwood Sami.
Underwood John 
Ulph Jonathan 
Vout Widow 
Wrench C.

JOHN VICARY - We.are delighted to acknowledge a gift to 
our Society from Mr.John Vicary, of a slide projection 
screen (4’ x 4*) which will be of great use to us. 1697 List______ _

Richd, Tennant
Xtopher Taylor
Jno. Tobin
Wm. Thompson
Jno. Terry
Sami. Viders
Jno. Warkhouse Esq.
Thomas Ward
Mr.Wanly Clerke
Jno. Webster
Robt'. Watts
Robt. Woods
Benjn. Woolsey
Jno. Yaxley 
Robt, Yaxley 
Danniele Yaxley

The first lecture had had to be arranged at short 
notice, because of illness, but for me it was the best 
part of the day. It was given by Gabrielle Hatfield, ' 
and was entitled ’Warts and all’ - aspects of popular 
medicine in East Anglia. A botanist by training, she 
is practising a form of oral history, in that she 
is gathering from older country people their re
collection of the plants and herbs grown or gathered 
for their healing properties. Sometimes these were 
similar to the herbalists, such as Gerard, but often 
not. For example, we learnt that an infusion of comfrey 
leaves was good for bad throats, that Angelica (I
forget how this was administered) was an effective
treatment for piles; that the juice of houseleeks cured 
boils and eczema, and the greater Celandine was effect-



of a Mesolithic site discovered at Kelling Heath.

Jane Nolan
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100 family names recorded 
27 recur in the later list, 
do we deduce from this?

18u
13w
13w

6u
7u

15w
12u

7w 
Bw 
Bu

our last 
, but he 
account

some 
again in

1739 List_______
Uymark Widow 
Webster Widow 
Wiggett Benjamin 
Whitchingham Robert 
Willey James 
Woolsey Benj. 
Ward John 
Wesson (?) Robert 
Woodhouse John 
Woodhouse rOad^' 
Wiley Jas. late Spanton 13w 
Youells widow 18w.

the four 
scholarly

and at

3. Andrew Rogerson - Field Officer also with the NAU - 
spoke about Saxon and Medieval sites. We learned that 
the excavations at Spong Hill cemetery (5th. - 
6th.century AD) wap the only Saxon one to be fully ex
cavated. Anglo-Saxon metal work has been found near 
Oxborough. There have been four timber buildings of 
the late Saxon period found near Attlebridge, and he 
described Thetford as a late saxon town. He ended 
by showing some slides of some very beautiful enamelled 
brooches.

Possibly one mystery may have been solved. In the 
first volume of our ’Journal’ [pp252-53] we reproduced 
an original document along with its transcription. It 
was a receipt, dated 1680, containing the unusual 
names of Isaac and Peter UMK, The original was without 
doubt difficult to decipher, and UMK appeared to be the

There were 118 houses assessed in 1697 with an 
increase to 137 by 1739. This fits reasonably closely 
with the description of Aylsham in Bloraefield -"It 
is a neat little market town of about 120 farm* 1 les” 
One imagines the population to have been fairly static 
during this period, with the same families being 
represented in successive generations. Out of just over 
100 family names recorded in the earlier list, only 

just 42 years later. What

2. David Gurney - Field Officer with the Norfolk 
Archaeological Unit, - spoke about Roman finds in 
Norfolk, fieldwork has taken place at a site near 
Attlebridge, there is evidence of Iron Age and early 
Roman finds at Beckford, and pottery, coins and 
brooches have been found near the Snettisham by-pass, 
suggesting quite a dense population. In the first and 
second centuries AD, Brampton pottery dominated in 
Norfolk, Later on the Nar Valley took over. Hoards of 
coins (perhaps connected with Boudicca’s rebellion) 
have been found at March.

4. Brian Ayers 
speaker. By this time ’ 
gave a masterful, racy 
of the excavations in 
of which was familiar, 
greater detail.

of Castle Mall fame - was 
we were running late, 
and at times amusing 
the centre of Norwich, 
but worth hearing

I have not really done* justice to 
accounts of recent research, which were 
and well delivered. We enjoyed our day out, 
least know now where to go to see and hear more of 
these periods of pre- and early history.

Some names are recognisable and we see them listed ' 
elsewhere as part of Aylsham's history. For example:- 
Edward Dey and Thomas Lack both held the Office of 
Parish Clerk at different times - Edmund Jewell, John 
Soame and William Rannells were all churchwardens 
in their time. There are other similar examples.
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A NOTABLE AYLSHAM FAMILY Ivan Morris

but nevertheless,

52 45

So what? 
after that, i

only interpretation possible. Could it have been Peter 
LENK whose surname is much more clearly decipherable 
in the 1697 list?

intimate gardens around the minor 
survey team had examined the changes 

to the late 19th 
the reasons that had

sources had been used to explore the subject
- - - - - archaeological records

vast landscapes like Hoikham and Houghton to the small, 
more intimate gardens around the minor manor houses 
of Norfolk. The j ...
that had taken place from the 16th 
century, and more paricularly, 
led to those changes. 

All ! • ’ ■
- documentary, pictorial and 
were exploited. Tom Williams made it clear from the 
start that he was no gardener, but he had clearly 
mastered the subject of the historical development 
of gardens, and he delivered his talk in a most enter
taining style. Our enjoyment might have been even 
greater if the slide presentation had been as good 
as the talk. TWM

WEST NORFOLK AND KING’S LYNN ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY.
Four of us (Valerie Belton, Annie Alston, Wendy 

MacGregor and I) attended a Day Conference of this 
Society in March, about recent or current research in 
archaeology in West Norfolk. Somehow, it fell to my lot 

■ to write an account of the day, for the editor of our 
Newsletter. My problem was that the blackout in the 
hall was total, and I could not see to make detailed 
notes about material which I was not readily familiar 
with! Valerie has kindly made available the notes she 
was able to make, and the following is a brief account 
of the four papers that were given

Here is a quest for a budding historian. In the 
year of Our Lord 1620, during which the Pilgrim Fathers 
sailed forth from Plymouth in the Mayflower, one Robert 
Curteis was appointed Church Warden of St.Michael’s 
church, Aylsham.

’ - I hear you say - Yes, but 121 years 
during the reign of George I, in 1741, 

a John Curties took up the same appointment, and during 
those 121 years the name occurs on the Roll Board 
of Churchwardens in the South Chancel aisle no less 
than 17 times, and all bore the Christian name of 
Robert, Richard or John - 9, 4 and 4 times
respectively. No doubt the same person held the office 
on more than one occasion, but nevertheless, a truly 
remarkable record.

1. Dr. Wymer - until recently Field Officer with the 
Norfolk Archaeological Unit responsible for Prehistory
spoke about new evidence from Palaeolithic and Meso
lithic sites in Norfolk. What came through to me from 
this was that in very early times, when the British 
Isles were still joined to the continent, there is 
evidence of a 'Midland River' running south from the 
Trent to the neighbourhood of Bury St.Edmunds, thence 
connecting with the Thames. The Thames was later pushed 
south by ice into its present position. We heard also

There are slight variations in the spelling of 
the surname - Curteis, Curties, Curtis and even one 
Curtieis, but I think we can assume they are all one 
and the same family, especially as their Christian 
names follow through. But what was this family whose

A minor mystery still remains. The arithmetic 
used in the totals at the end of the 1697 list seems 
a bit difficult to follow, but adding all the separate 
assessments together, we find that the final total 
is only 1/- out. I wonder what happened to that extra 
shilling? Tom Mollard.
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so prominently on the Roll Board? Where 
from in 1620, and whence did they go,

people of 
have

On our way home, 
another great abbey church,

name figures 
did they come 
after 1741?

CROYLAND 
c^BBEY

ill

It was a very enjoyable day. We had a full bus
load, although it wasn’t a particularly big bus. That, 
probably, is how we managed to stop at the ’Little 
Chef’, en route, for a welcome cup of coffee, without 
breaking the ”no coaches" rule. I think they were 
glad to see us anyway - there was nobody else thereI

The first book of reference which comes to mind 
in trying to discover something of the Curtis’s is

Is this a clue to the highly respected position 
the family occupied in Aylsham’s community and in 
their Parish church?. This is assuming that Thomas, 
Richard, Robert and John were kith and kin - and what 
happened to the eight children? *

an account of the work done by the Centre 
of East Anglian Studies on the Norfolk Historic Gardens 
Survey carried out during 1988-9. It ranged from the

NORFOLK PARKS AND GARDENS - In April, Dr.Tom Williamson 
drew a large audience composed of members of our 
Society and members of the Aylsham & District Gardening 
Club. Members of the Norwich branch of the Historical 
Association had also been , invited. Despite the 
miserable weather, we were all rewarded by a lively 
illustrated talk on the history and development of 
Norfolk parks and gardens.

They must have been people of considerable 
importance and standing, to have carried such an 
important appointment (which then carried more author
ity and respect in the town community than perhaps 
applies in the present day). Curtis is, I believe, 
a fairly common East Anglian surname, but only three 
occur in the current local telephone directory.

No doubt their remains rest at peace within the 
churchyard, but within the church are two memorial 
slabs, one in the centre aisle to Richard Curties, 
who died in 1731 aged 43. He could not have been one 
of the churchwardens, because the last Richard to 
hold office did so in 1679. A second slab, sited in 
the area between the Vestry and the organ, introduces 
some mystery, for it is to one Thomas Curties, who 
died in 1760 aged 46. The wall plaque in his memory 
states that he left a widow and eight children, and 
neither he nor any of these children became church
wardens, yet he must have been a prominent and 
respected member of the community and of the church, 
for the memorial speaks of "his assiduity in Business, 
affectionate regard to his parents, family and friends, 
and Truly Religious Life, made his death the concern 
of all that knew him" - and the memorial records he 
was a grocer!

we made our final visit, to 
just over the border into 
Linclonshire. This was 
Crowland abbey which had 
clearly been a splendid 
building, but it had 
not been as fortunate as 
■Peterborough. At the dis
solution, the eastern 
part had been pulled 
down along with the 
monastic buildings, and 
to add insult to injury, 
the nave and south aisle 

iliiilli had been destroyed during

bombardments. This has left today’s parishioners with 
, just the remains of the north aisle for their palish 
church.
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open 
visit
on

was 
the year ?). In 1641, 

landlord,

lovely sunny day, 
little cool,

perfect day to
spaces, 

to Flagg 
outskirts

Peterborough. It 
to the city that 

travel through

the recent ] 
the 17th.century’.
first of the

FENLAND VISIT - 
took us for a 
and Lincolnshire 
and even

- Our first expedition of the year 
full day’s visit to the Cambridgeshire 
□ fens. It was a 

if the wind was

"Just follow the children, it could he noisy I"

The Boer lifar started on 11 th.October 1899. Instantly, national 
appeals spread across the country, and in Aylsham, within a month, 
an appeal for money for the troops and their dependants had raised 
£145-13-10 which was despatched to swell the Mansion House Fund.

The original list of subscribers suruiues in the Parish Arch
ives, along with the illustrated broadsheet.* 113 names are listed 
with donations ranging from 1/- to £5. The amount raised, was added 
to the proceeds of a house-to-house collection from 400 subscribers.

47 * see p.Zi8

publication of the Society 
. Here we

17 churchwardens,
of arable land in Eastfield,

IW

it was the 
see those 

Our

under the flat fens 
traces of a lOOOBC Bronze Age : 
as the surface of the fields are slowly stripped

’Aylsham in 
find Robert Curtis, the 

tenanted four acres 
which was the area now 

occupied roughly by the High School, Sir William’s 
Close and the Manor Esatate. His land was valued at 16 
shillings, and he paid 5| pence rent (per week/month/ 
year ?). In 1641, a document of complaints against 
their landlord. Sir John Hobart of Blickling, was 
lodged, and araongs the signatories is a Robert Curtis, 
He might have been the son of the original Robert, for 
in 1638, for the second time, a Robert Curtis is 
appointed churchwarden. Whatever the fate of this 
family, one thing they demonstrate to us is the con
tinuance of Christian worship in St.Michael’s, and 
the love and concern they must have shown, the problems 
they must have faced, much as we do now, in the care 

, and maintenance of the building which is our common 
heritage.

We all occupy a small part of the huge community 
which, throughout the ages, has worshipped and found 
fellowship in St.Michael’s. And where in the church 
is the memorial to the Aylsham grocer? - here is a 
clue, in the manner of a Peter Holman puzzle —

After lunch, we went to the 
other extreme; out of the bleak and 
empty fens, right into the centre of 
Peterborough to visit the magnific
ent cathedral. The present building 
was started just about the time that 
Norwich Cathedral was nearing comp
letion, although there had been 
earlier churches on the same site 
long before Norwich was started. Like 
Norwich, it was once the -Priory church of the 
Benedictine monks, and survived the Reformation to 
become the cathedral church of the newly formed diocese.

wide 
main 
Fen, of 
so close 
we had to 
a modern industrial estate 
which gave no inkling 
of what lay beyond. Hidden 

beyond the estate, we saw the 
settlement emerging 

___ rjF-J away.So much history has been concentrated there over the 
years. Above the remains of the Bronze Age settlement, 
we saw the cleared surface of the Roman road, built 
1000 years later. This was the road that stretched 
for miles across the fens and went deep into Norfolk. 
This, in its turn, had been cut through another 1,000 
years later, by the medieval waterway which is still 
there to this day.
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MASTER MASONS AND MEDIEVAL CHURCHES. On Wednesday, 
6th.March, the largest audience for quite some time 
gathered at the Friendship Club to hear Dr,J.Maddison 
talk on ’’Master masons and' medieval churches”, 
large audience was there, not simply because 
speaker was one of our own members, but in 
expectation that we would hear a lively 
entertaining talk. We were not disappointed!
Maddison took us through the role of the master mason 
in medieval times. They were considered by some to 
be just skilled workers in stone, but not quite 
architects, however their architectural skills were 

! certainly there, .and can be seen around us today in 
the cathedrals and churches which bear testimony to 
those skills.

The medieval master mason needed more than a 
knowledge of stone working. He was also responsible 
for the woodwork and fittings that went into the 
buildings, and he needed to be an expert in these 
.fields too. The introduction of the use of stained 
glass in churches also required modifications in 
building techniques. John Maddison’s enthusiasm for 
his subject made it a most interesting talk, and the 
excellent slides really brought it all to life.
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Their greatest works are recorded in these 
ecclesiastical buildings, but they were equally at 
home building castles and military fortifications. 
Military architecture actually brought out their skills 
more so than ecclesiastical building - they constantly 
needed to adapt their building techniques to match 
the improvements in military technology.
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MASTER MASONS AND MEDIEVAL CHURCHES. On Wednesday, 
6th.March, the largest audience for quite some time 
gathered at the Friendship Club to hear Dr,J.Maddison 
talk on ’’Master masons and' medieval churches”, 
large audience was there, not simply because 
speaker was one of our own members, but in 
expectation that we would hear a lively 
entertaining talk. We were not disappointed!
Maddison took us through the role of the master mason 
in medieval times. They were considered by some to 
be just skilled workers in stone, but not quite 
architects, however their architectural skills were 

! certainly there, .and can be seen around us today in 
the cathedrals and churches which bear testimony to 
those skills.

The medieval master mason needed more than a 
knowledge of stone working. He was also responsible 
for the woodwork and fittings that went into the 
buildings, and he needed to be an expert in these 
.fields too. The introduction of the use of stained 
glass in churches also required modifications in 
building techniques. John Maddison’s enthusiasm for 
his subject made it a most interesting talk, and the 
excellent slides really brought it all to life.
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Their greatest works are recorded in these 
ecclesiastical buildings, but they were equally at 
home building castles and military fortifications. 
Military architecture actually brought out their skills 
more so than ecclesiastical building - they constantly 
needed to adapt their building techniques to match 
the improvements in military technology.
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open 
visit
on

was 
the year ?). In 1641, 

landlord,

lovely sunny day, 
little cool,

perfect day to
spaces, 

to Flagg 
outskirts

Peterborough. It 
to the city that 

travel through

the recent ] 
the 17th.century’.
first of the

FENLAND VISIT - 
took us for a 
and Lincolnshire 
and even

- Our first expedition of the year 
full day’s visit to the Cambridgeshire 
□ fens. It was a 

if the wind was

"Just follow the children, it could he noisy I"

The Boer lifar started on 11 th.October 1899. Instantly, national 
appeals spread across the country, and in Aylsham, within a month, 
an appeal for money for the troops and their dependants had raised 
£145-13-10 which was despatched to swell the Mansion House Fund.

The original list of subscribers suruiues in the Parish Arch
ives, along with the illustrated broadsheet.* 113 names are listed 
with donations ranging from 1/- to £5. The amount raised, was added 
to the proceeds of a house-to-house collection from 400 subscribers.

47 * see p.Zi8

publication of the Society 
. Here we

17 churchwardens,
of arable land in Eastfield,

IW

it was the 
see those 

Our

under the flat fens 
traces of a lOOOBC Bronze Age : 
as the surface of the fields are slowly stripped

’Aylsham in 
find Robert Curtis, the 

tenanted four acres 
which was the area now 

occupied roughly by the High School, Sir William’s 
Close and the Manor Esatate. His land was valued at 16 
shillings, and he paid 5| pence rent (per week/month/ 
year ?). In 1641, a document of complaints against 
their landlord. Sir John Hobart of Blickling, was 
lodged, and araongs the signatories is a Robert Curtis, 
He might have been the son of the original Robert, for 
in 1638, for the second time, a Robert Curtis is 
appointed churchwarden. Whatever the fate of this 
family, one thing they demonstrate to us is the con
tinuance of Christian worship in St.Michael’s, and 
the love and concern they must have shown, the problems 
they must have faced, much as we do now, in the care 

, and maintenance of the building which is our common 
heritage.

We all occupy a small part of the huge community 
which, throughout the ages, has worshipped and found 
fellowship in St.Michael’s. And where in the church 
is the memorial to the Aylsham grocer? - here is a 
clue, in the manner of a Peter Holman puzzle —

After lunch, we went to the 
other extreme; out of the bleak and 
empty fens, right into the centre of 
Peterborough to visit the magnific
ent cathedral. The present building 
was started just about the time that 
Norwich Cathedral was nearing comp
letion, although there had been 
earlier churches on the same site 
long before Norwich was started. Like 
Norwich, it was once the -Priory church of the 
Benedictine monks, and survived the Reformation to 
become the cathedral church of the newly formed diocese.

wide 
main 
Fen, of 
so close 
we had to 
a modern industrial estate 
which gave no inkling 
of what lay beyond. Hidden 

beyond the estate, we saw the 
settlement emerging 

___ rjF-J away.So much history has been concentrated there over the 
years. Above the remains of the Bronze Age settlement, 
we saw the cleared surface of the Roman road, built 
1000 years later. This was the road that stretched 
for miles across the fens and went deep into Norfolk. 
This, in its turn, had been cut through another 1,000 
years later, by the medieval waterway which is still 
there to this day.
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so prominently on the Roll Board? Where 
from in 1620, and whence did they go,

people of 
have

On our way home, 
another great abbey church,

name figures 
did they come 
after 1741?

CROYLAND 
c^BBEY

ill

It was a very enjoyable day. We had a full bus
load, although it wasn’t a particularly big bus. That, 
probably, is how we managed to stop at the ’Little 
Chef’, en route, for a welcome cup of coffee, without 
breaking the ”no coaches" rule. I think they were 
glad to see us anyway - there was nobody else thereI

The first book of reference which comes to mind 
in trying to discover something of the Curtis’s is

Is this a clue to the highly respected position 
the family occupied in Aylsham’s community and in 
their Parish church?. This is assuming that Thomas, 
Richard, Robert and John were kith and kin - and what 
happened to the eight children? *

an account of the work done by the Centre 
of East Anglian Studies on the Norfolk Historic Gardens 
Survey carried out during 1988-9. It ranged from the

NORFOLK PARKS AND GARDENS - In April, Dr.Tom Williamson 
drew a large audience composed of members of our 
Society and members of the Aylsham & District Gardening 
Club. Members of the Norwich branch of the Historical 
Association had also been , invited. Despite the 
miserable weather, we were all rewarded by a lively 
illustrated talk on the history and development of 
Norfolk parks and gardens.

They must have been people of considerable 
importance and standing, to have carried such an 
important appointment (which then carried more author
ity and respect in the town community than perhaps 
applies in the present day). Curtis is, I believe, 
a fairly common East Anglian surname, but only three 
occur in the current local telephone directory.

No doubt their remains rest at peace within the 
churchyard, but within the church are two memorial 
slabs, one in the centre aisle to Richard Curties, 
who died in 1731 aged 43. He could not have been one 
of the churchwardens, because the last Richard to 
hold office did so in 1679. A second slab, sited in 
the area between the Vestry and the organ, introduces 
some mystery, for it is to one Thomas Curties, who 
died in 1760 aged 46. The wall plaque in his memory 
states that he left a widow and eight children, and 
neither he nor any of these children became church
wardens, yet he must have been a prominent and 
respected member of the community and of the church, 
for the memorial speaks of "his assiduity in Business, 
affectionate regard to his parents, family and friends, 
and Truly Religious Life, made his death the concern 
of all that knew him" - and the memorial records he 
was a grocer!

we made our final visit, to 
just over the border into 
Linclonshire. This was 
Crowland abbey which had 
clearly been a splendid 
building, but it had 
not been as fortunate as 
■Peterborough. At the dis
solution, the eastern 
part had been pulled 
down along with the 
monastic buildings, and 
to add insult to injury, 
the nave and south aisle 

iliiilli had been destroyed during

bombardments. This has left today’s parishioners with 
, just the remains of the north aisle for their palish 
church.
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A NOTABLE AYLSHAM FAMILY Ivan Morris

but nevertheless,
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So what? 
after that, i

only interpretation possible. Could it have been Peter 
LENK whose surname is much more clearly decipherable 
in the 1697 list?

intimate gardens around the minor 
survey team had examined the changes 

to the late 19th 
the reasons that had

sources had been used to explore the subject
- - - - - archaeological records

vast landscapes like Hoikham and Houghton to the small, 
more intimate gardens around the minor manor houses 
of Norfolk. The j ...
that had taken place from the 16th 
century, and more paricularly, 
led to those changes. 

All ! • ’ ■
- documentary, pictorial and 
were exploited. Tom Williams made it clear from the 
start that he was no gardener, but he had clearly 
mastered the subject of the historical development 
of gardens, and he delivered his talk in a most enter
taining style. Our enjoyment might have been even 
greater if the slide presentation had been as good 
as the talk. TWM

WEST NORFOLK AND KING’S LYNN ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY.
Four of us (Valerie Belton, Annie Alston, Wendy 

MacGregor and I) attended a Day Conference of this 
Society in March, about recent or current research in 
archaeology in West Norfolk. Somehow, it fell to my lot 

■ to write an account of the day, for the editor of our 
Newsletter. My problem was that the blackout in the 
hall was total, and I could not see to make detailed 
notes about material which I was not readily familiar 
with! Valerie has kindly made available the notes she 
was able to make, and the following is a brief account 
of the four papers that were given

Here is a quest for a budding historian. In the 
year of Our Lord 1620, during which the Pilgrim Fathers 
sailed forth from Plymouth in the Mayflower, one Robert 
Curteis was appointed Church Warden of St.Michael’s 
church, Aylsham.

’ - I hear you say - Yes, but 121 years 
during the reign of George I, in 1741, 

a John Curties took up the same appointment, and during 
those 121 years the name occurs on the Roll Board 
of Churchwardens in the South Chancel aisle no less 
than 17 times, and all bore the Christian name of 
Robert, Richard or John - 9, 4 and 4 times
respectively. No doubt the same person held the office 
on more than one occasion, but nevertheless, a truly 
remarkable record.

1. Dr. Wymer - until recently Field Officer with the 
Norfolk Archaeological Unit responsible for Prehistory
spoke about new evidence from Palaeolithic and Meso
lithic sites in Norfolk. What came through to me from 
this was that in very early times, when the British 
Isles were still joined to the continent, there is 
evidence of a 'Midland River' running south from the 
Trent to the neighbourhood of Bury St.Edmunds, thence 
connecting with the Thames. The Thames was later pushed 
south by ice into its present position. We heard also

There are slight variations in the spelling of 
the surname - Curteis, Curties, Curtis and even one 
Curtieis, but I think we can assume they are all one 
and the same family, especially as their Christian 
names follow through. But what was this family whose

A minor mystery still remains. The arithmetic 
used in the totals at the end of the 1697 list seems 
a bit difficult to follow, but adding all the separate 
assessments together, we find that the final total 
is only 1/- out. I wonder what happened to that extra 
shilling? Tom Mollard.



of a Mesolithic site discovered at Kelling Heath.

Jane Nolan
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100 family names recorded 
27 recur in the later list, 
do we deduce from this?

18u
13w
13w

6u
7u

15w
12u

7w 
Bw 
Bu

our last 
, but he 
account

some 
again in

1739 List_______
Uymark Widow 
Webster Widow 
Wiggett Benjamin 
Whitchingham Robert 
Willey James 
Woolsey Benj. 
Ward John 
Wesson (?) Robert 
Woodhouse John 
Woodhouse rOad^' 
Wiley Jas. late Spanton 13w 
Youells widow 18w.

the four 
scholarly

and at

3. Andrew Rogerson - Field Officer also with the NAU - 
spoke about Saxon and Medieval sites. We learned that 
the excavations at Spong Hill cemetery (5th. - 
6th.century AD) wap the only Saxon one to be fully ex
cavated. Anglo-Saxon metal work has been found near 
Oxborough. There have been four timber buildings of 
the late Saxon period found near Attlebridge, and he 
described Thetford as a late saxon town. He ended 
by showing some slides of some very beautiful enamelled 
brooches.

Possibly one mystery may have been solved. In the 
first volume of our ’Journal’ [pp252-53] we reproduced 
an original document along with its transcription. It 
was a receipt, dated 1680, containing the unusual 
names of Isaac and Peter UMK, The original was without 
doubt difficult to decipher, and UMK appeared to be the

There were 118 houses assessed in 1697 with an 
increase to 137 by 1739. This fits reasonably closely 
with the description of Aylsham in Bloraefield -"It 
is a neat little market town of about 120 farm* 1 les” 
One imagines the population to have been fairly static 
during this period, with the same families being 
represented in successive generations. Out of just over 
100 family names recorded in the earlier list, only 

just 42 years later. What

2. David Gurney - Field Officer with the Norfolk 
Archaeological Unit, - spoke about Roman finds in 
Norfolk, fieldwork has taken place at a site near 
Attlebridge, there is evidence of Iron Age and early 
Roman finds at Beckford, and pottery, coins and 
brooches have been found near the Snettisham by-pass, 
suggesting quite a dense population. In the first and 
second centuries AD, Brampton pottery dominated in 
Norfolk, Later on the Nar Valley took over. Hoards of 
coins (perhaps connected with Boudicca’s rebellion) 
have been found at March.

4. Brian Ayers 
speaker. By this time ’ 
gave a masterful, racy 
of the excavations in 
of which was familiar, 
greater detail.

of Castle Mall fame - was 
we were running late, 
and at times amusing 
the centre of Norwich, 
but worth hearing

I have not really done* justice to 
accounts of recent research, which were 
and well delivered. We enjoyed our day out, 
least know now where to go to see and hear more of 
these periods of pre- and early history.

Some names are recognisable and we see them listed ' 
elsewhere as part of Aylsham's history. For example:- 
Edward Dey and Thomas Lack both held the Office of 
Parish Clerk at different times - Edmund Jewell, John 
Soame and William Rannells were all churchwardens 
in their time. There are other similar examples.
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Tho: Thompson
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CENTRE OF EAST ANGLIAN STUDIES - Every year, the Centre 
which is part of the University of East Anglia, 
arranges events for its Associate Members. These 
usually take the form of a Day School, or a day-long 
visit to a place or places of interest. In addition 
to being interesting in content, they are enjoyable 
in that they bring together like-minded people, and 
offer opportunities to talk with staff as well as other 
Associate Members.

SUBSCRIPTIONS - Please note that annual subscriptions 
become payable each October at the ACM. If anyone 
has not yet paid for the current year, it would be 
a great help if this could be done before the next 
AGM - to Maureen Strong, please.

On March 2nd, I attended this year’s Associate 
Members Day School. The programme was entitled ’Popular 
Culture in Early Modern East Anglia’-

empty
empty

.Windhams errpty
Globe empty 
' K.Head

> 1739 List 
Robins Jacob 
Robson Widow 
Rudd Thomas 
Rust Ed. 
Raimes Thomas 
Rump Thos. 
Scott Francis 
Searles Thos. 
Searles Wm 
Smithson Ralph 
Soame Thomas 
Soame John 
Soame Henry 
Spurrell Thos 
Spurrell Widow 
Spinck John 
Spinck William 
Smith Thos poor 
Smithson Henry 
S....? John 
Sexton Thos Gent 
Seeley Robert 
Spanton late Carr 
Sendall Edwd. 
Thexton Robt. 
Thompson Willm.
Thompson widow empty Bw 
Tomling Francis
Tompson at Stonegate 

poor
Tomason John late 

Mallett
Underwood Sami.
Underwood John 
Ulph Jonathan 
Vout Widow 
Wrench C.

JOHN VICARY - We.are delighted to acknowledge a gift to 
our Society from Mr.John Vicary, of a slide projection 
screen (4’ x 4*) which will be of great use to us. 1697 List______ _

Richd, Tennant
Xtopher Taylor
Jno. Tobin
Wm. Thompson
Jno. Terry
Sami. Viders
Jno. Warkhouse Esq.
Thomas Ward
Mr.Wanly Clerke
Jno. Webster
Robt'. Watts
Robt. Woods
Benjn. Woolsey
Jno. Yaxley 
Robt, Yaxley 
Danniele Yaxley

The first lecture had had to be arranged at short 
notice, because of illness, but for me it was the best 
part of the day. It was given by Gabrielle Hatfield, ' 
and was entitled ’Warts and all’ - aspects of popular 
medicine in East Anglia. A botanist by training, she 
is practising a form of oral history, in that she 
is gathering from older country people their re
collection of the plants and herbs grown or gathered 
for their healing properties. Sometimes these were 
similar to the herbalists, such as Gerard, but often 
not. For example, we learnt that an infusion of comfrey 
leaves was good for bad throats, that Angelica (I
forget how this was administered) was an effective
treatment for piles; that the juice of houseleeks cured 
boils and eczema, and the greater Celandine was effect-
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1697 List 
Tho: Prick 
Jno. Peascod 
Thomas Pinchen 
Jno. Playford 
Sarah Platten 
Robt. Peascod 
Wm.Perdy 
George Pye 
George Powler 
Oliver Page 
Jno. Parnell 
Uidd. Riseborrow 
Peter Rolf 
Thomas Rust 
Edmd. Rust 
Edmund Rump 
Wm. Randle 
Robt. Ryall 
Jno. Reeve 
Edmund. Rumball 
Wicho. Robinson 
Robt. Rump 
Henry Rippingall, gent 20w 
James Robinson 
Sami. Soame 
Thomas Searles 
George Stoaks 
Uidd. Spurrell 
Uidd. Smith 
Jno. Swiflen 
Edwd, Silent 
Edmund Stoaks 
Wm. Smithson 
Wm. Smith 
Wm. Smithson Sent. 
Thomas Smith 
Robt. Thexton

it meant a 
to the Shorter 
likely to mean 

sound as a

"on

familiar to some 
gave a talk on Mayor making in Early 

Modern Norwich. This was a survey of the history and 
deveolpment of the mayor-making ceremony out of a 
number of medieval elements, including the Feast Day 

the Guild of St.George, against the background 
the coming of the Strangers, and the growth of 

the rural population which expanded into the city.
Jane Nolan

1739 List__________
Gill Um. 
Green late Durrant 
Gidney John 
Greenwood Richard 
Green John 
Glasspoole Thos. 
Hillon (?) John 
Hawkins Thos. 
Hook Had"' 
Harding Joseph 
Jewell Edmund Gent 
Ives Clement 
Keymer Um 
Knights poor 
Lubbock Thos 
Lemon L...7 
Loveday Joseph 
Lack Thomas 
Lockett poor 
Lubbock Robt. 
fillers (?) Um, 
nilbone Thos. 
rOosey F 
Flurrell Thos. 
Floon Um. 
Mallett Uilliam 
Olley J.
Peterson Robt.Gent. 
Pond Uidow 
Piggon Edwd. 
Philippo John 
Peterson John 
Pycraft , poor 
Power John 
Parson Francis 
Puxley poor 
Rannells Um.

ive with warts I This was an excellent lecture, given 
without notes, and accompanied by good slides of well- 
known plants and herbs.

Our next lecture was by Timothy Easton on The 
Magic Protection of Houses. It is quite a well-known 
fact that when old fireplaces are being dismantled 
or repaired, shoes and other objects are frequently 
found lodged in the chimney piece. Mr.Easton has made 
a study of such finds, and showed a series of slides of 
chimney pieces and the objects placed there. Apparently 
it was believed that these objects provided spiritual 
protection for the house.

After lunch, we had an excellent lecture from 
Dr.Paul Cattermole on Bells and bell-ringing in 
Norfolk*. Few people could know less than I do about 
bell-ringing, and I learned a lot about its basic 
features and its 'history from the drawings and slides 

■ we were shown. I -was reminded of the reference found 
in a will which the ’Millgate* group was studying 
recently: Thomas Spurrell, Miller in Aylsham, died 
in 1772, and asked that - "on the day of my burial, 
the bells may chime in the manner as they did for 
the burial of Mr.Edward Jewell lately, and that the 
Aylsham ringers, ring the Bumbled peal"

We were uncertain as to what this meant, and in
clined to conclude that it meant a muffled peal. 
However, after referring to the Shorter English 
Dictionary, it seems more likely to mean a buzz 
hum, - ’a loud deep resonant sound as a cannon 
large bell.*

Finally, Dr.Victor Morgan, 
us. in Aylshara,
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Beeton John
Bloom John
Clarke Francis Gent
Curties lilidow
Curties John
Curson Joseph
Crumpton Joseph 
Custans Jonathan
Chalker. Widow
Coxton Henry 
Coxford Wm. Senr 
Cook Joseph
Crogals (7)William
Coman Wm. (Cowan?)
Calthorp Widow
Clarke Sami.
Cox George
Coxford Wm.Jnr. Poor
Carr Ed.
Dowell Widd.
Drake James
Dey Edward
Dix Richd.
Dix Thomas
Elden Thos. gent
Ellis Erasmus
Englewood. Widow Poor
Edwards Wm.
Elward Widow 
Elden Had"’’

Bw 
5w 
30w 
19w 
19w 
15w 
9w 
15w 
19w 
IDw 
11w 
9w 
18w 
12w 
6w 
20w 
15w 
Bw 
9w 
Bw 
26w 
Bw 
6w 
Ww 
30w 
19w 
7w 

19w 
8w 

13w 
Elden late Cubitt,Poor 9w 
Forster Widow 
Francis .Thomas 
Fish James 
Freer (?) Widow 
Flegg Thomas 
Feuerall Thos
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Wm.Curson

■ Hen. Carr 
Robt. Curties 2Qw 
Widd. Coxton cottage 
Jonath. Chalker 
Jno. Cammell 
Tho: Day 
Jno. Daniell 
Jos. Durrill 
Wd. Durrant 
Francis Doughty 
PTr.Dey Senr. 
Robt.Fawcett 
Richd. Futter 
Tho: Forster 
Tho: Fennkling 
Jno. Griffin 
Jno.Gammond 
Tho: Green 
Peter Gill 
Robt. Hall 
Nicho. Howes 
Wd. (H?)agen 
Phillip Hart 
Um.Hall
Francis Hallibur 
Ww. Hall
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Aylsham
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llu 
29w 
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30w 
14w 
13iiJ 

17w 
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11111 

7iii
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6-0
6-0
6-0
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2-0
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6-0
2-0
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CD I s

Imps.Joseph Allen 
Tho: Allen 
Charles Allen 
fliles Bayspool,Gent 20uj 
Tho: Bell 
Hen.Bateman 
Tho: Bateman 
Jno.Berry 
Tho: Boot i 
Richard Boeing 
Tho: Burrowes 
Nich. Bullard 
James Grow 
Jno. Curties 
Th. Colson 
Richd. Carr

Amys John
Aggs Phillip
Aggs Robert
Atthill flad^*
Bennett John Gent 
flore late Webster
Bell Thomas Esq.
Bell Coulson Gent
Buddell (?) Thomas
Bray John
Barnard Thomas
Barrett William
Breese W^’
Burrows David 
Bullbrook Jno. 
Berry Wm.
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Jonathan (Chalker), . , for the said Towne for 
window (tax on) houses pursuant to an Act 

Parliament . . the 7th yeare of the Reign of. . 
Will . the 3rd. for seven years toward. . . .ing 
good the coyn of England pd* comnie(ncing) from 
the 25th.rnarch 1697 for one year.

Because of its age, the 1697 list is very fragile 
and badly worn, leaving parts of it illegible. Luckily, 
it has been transcribed some years ago, presumably 
during Dr. Sapwell’s time, and we can use the 
transcript. The earlier list also gives slightly more 
detail. It has a brief introduction, which the later 
list lacks and it shows the number of windows on which 
the tax was assessed and the actual amount paid. Both 
lists are in a rough alphabetical order which I haven’t 
attempted to improve on. The 1697 list is prefaced 
thus:-
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AYLSHAM WINDOW TAX

58
39

There 
J and 

were introduced

the members 
Aylsham Window Tax 

‘ names

re-minting 
It replaced the 

some 27 years

On the face of it, 
be a difficult tax to 
continued for 155 ; 
Each household paid

it would seem that it would 
assess and impose, but it 

years until it was repealed in 1851.
 1 a basic 2/- and those houses with

between 10 and 20 windows paid a further 8/-. T 
must also have been another scale for 10 windows 
under. Further variations in the scale 
.later, from 1747 onwards.

document recently examined by
-J ■ course is headed 

[NRO MS 3512/405]. This lists the
the number of windows

♦J ■«

.2 t'^'2 =
S' O 3-9

S o? 3 gSa ® ^.2^ § ®

One (' 
of the Archives 
Rate 1739” [ 
of Aylsham householders, and 
for which each one was assessed.

A window Tax was Imposed on house occupiers from 
1696 onwards to help meet the cost of 
the damaged coinage of the realm. Z 
Hearth Tax which had been levied for 
until its repeal in 1689.

This list is of sufficient interest to be worth 
reproducing on its own. However, looking through the 
catalogue of our Parish Archives, we can find an entry 
for Aylsham Window Tax 1697", which means that we 
possess the original taxation list compiled immediately 
following the introduction of the Act in 1696. This 
provides a splendid opportunity to set out both lists 
side by side and compare the changes, particularly 
in family names, over a 42 year interval.

It is of interest, also, that the 1697 document 
is the original, not a copy! The original of the 1739 
list is in the Norfolk Record Office, and we have 
only a photocopy of it.
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act, and published the following gera:-

THE BETTER PART

proposed and

38 59

[Concerning the Kimberley-Sapwell duel, 
abandoned.]

I
I
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HHcQ

As a matter of interest, the whole exchange began 
over procedural wrangling about the Shirehall Extension 
Committee report. Thank heavens they didn’t have the 
Poll Tax to debate, who knows what might have resulted.

Tom Mallard

sffls s S □ g-2 sSo^'5 as a s-as

J'a 2-q 4^2^

’'I'll shoot you dead” cried Tweedledee 
’’Let’s catch the evening boat” 

”No guns" said Tweedledum "for me" 
and shed his little coat.

With rage their little heads were hot, 
'Til peaceful ffolkes said 'Don't' 

"Well, if you think we’d better not" 
They both replied ”We won't".

COVER ILLUSTRATION Aylsham church taken from the book "Views of 
the churches in Norfolk, illustrative of Blomefield’s history of 
that county", from original drawings by R.Ladbrooke. Vol 2 1843.
A pleasant illustration, although Ladbrooke didn’t always get it 
right. I am still trying to find what happened to the drawing of 
Erpingham church - the one portrayed under ’Erpingham’ bears no 
resemblance. Ed,
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Sir lililliam - Ffolkes,

the plucky

60
37

carrying his life in one hand and his hat in the other, 
councillor entered the apartment. . .etc."

con
noted breeder)

.1

3 3 «

5 
"C

Messengers passed between. Mr Sapwell was summoned to a private 
room. . .
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A week passed, and then on Saturday the parties met again, 
for the meeting of the Council Committee at Norwich brought them 
together. The old-world county town was alive with excitement, 
and people who saw Mr.Sapwell walk through the main street wondered 
if he were going to his death.

Working himself up into a literary frenzy, the 
reporter went straight into top gear, describing house
keepers fainting and waiters trembling, and everyone 
wondering if it would be pistols for two and coffee 
for one -
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and 
was excessive
room’. Even
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room.
versed on
whilst Lord Kimberley and his son were
Room. Anxious waiters, managers and visitors to the hotel patrolled
the corridors to maintain a barrier between the fire-eaters.

newspaper headline read- Duel stopped at 
This was the cost of hiring the private 
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Precisely what happened next is not recorded. 
Presumably compliments were exchanged, instead of 
bullets^.^ They both emerged, talking about the weather. 

, by his kindly intervention, had 
duel that might have.ended in death.

The 
a cost of 5/-. 
room, and both parties reportedly agreed 
cost was excessive 'as there wasn't even 
the room'. Even "Punch" managed to get

o o> a m c e, 
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Soon after 11am, Sir William ■ Ffolkes, the chairman of the 
County Council, strode into the Royal Hotel, and demanded a private 

Meanwhile, Mr.Sapwell sat in the hall of the hotel and 
crops and racehorses (of which he is a

son were closeted in the Smoking
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In 
cutting, 
his tongue stuck 
following report:-
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It was (Ir.Sapuell’s reference to a 
raised the noble earl’s rage last Saturday.
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whose reporter, with 
his cheek, gave the
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•H J §:S-5 §-|"After the first challenge, on Saturday", said Mr.Sapwell, "I ‘ 

thought the matter had blown over, and in fact, I have always looked 
on his lordship’s challenge in the light of Opera Bouffe. However, 
when the meeting was over, I found his lordship waiting in another 
room for me. He was white with rage, and rushed up to me and 
challenged me to fight. I said, jokingly, ’certainly let us settle 
it in an empty room here, with just the chairman to see fair play’. 
Lord Kimberley rushed up closer still, and insisted that we should 
go to Paris. I still said 'Let’s settle it here' then he thrust 
his face close to mine, and called 'me 'cur' and 'coward*. This 
roused me and I raised my hand to strike him, when he started back, 
and said, ’don’t strike me'. Then our fellow councillors rushed 
in between us ............. I shall require something to be done
in the matter of that insulting remark ’cur and coward’, I can't

•I ■ S
I
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This happened in October 1905. The national press 

got wind of the incident, and although it was hardly 
the ’silly season' for the press, it was reported 
with relish for the whole country to read and enjoy, 

the Parish archives there is a fading newspaper 
from the Daily Miror, 

tongue stuck firmly in
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mentary politics which provoked them, but the more 
mundane affairs of the Norfolk County Council. At 
a meeting in the Shirehall in Norwich, tempers flared, 
and such insults as "cur" and "coward" were exchanged.
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Yesterday's Daily Mirror had an interview with Mr. Sapwell 
who was challenged at a meeting of the Norfolk County Council, by 
Lord Kimberley, to step over to Paris and fight a duel. Mr.Sapwell 
is a fine, tall, grey-haired man with a black moustache and about 
sixty years of age. Mr. Sapwell said this was not the first time 
Lord Kimberley had offered to fight him, though no real ill-feeling, 
as far as he knew, had ever existed between them.
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We don^t take 
days. We are 
to reach for 
well when we 
politics, years ago.

our politics too seriously,
■ to resort to a yawn 

which is perhaps just 
excitements were
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monument to such excitements 
near the old Woodrow Inn - a 
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The most famous local 
stands on Cawston Heath, 
memorial to ■ the 
Oliver Le Neve, 
of Le Neve’s 
a political j 
of causing him to 7 
spreading false tales of his supposed cowardice 
Ireland. Despite Le Neve's vigorous denials, 
duel still took place. This all ’happened in 1698.

Just over 200 years later, another politically 
inspired duel almost took place involving local 
politicians. In this incident there was again a member 
of the local aristocracy, Lord Kimberley, and his 
opponent was Col. B.B,Sapwell, grandfather to our 
Dr.Sapwell, the Aylsham historian. It was not parlia-
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August - date to be determined - Peter Holman’s 
guided visit to sites of interest in North Norfolk.
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FUTURE PROGRAMME 
(Some dates for your diary)
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Tom Hollard, Flint Cottage, Calthorpe Rd. Erpingham [Cromer 761638] 
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SECRETARY 
Miss V.Belton 
Aylsham 73A121

CHAIRMAM
Mrs. J. Nolan
Aylsham 732226

1. Tuesday - 9th.July, - a visit to Horsham St.Faith’s 
Priory, for those who missed the previous visit. Meet 
2pm. outside the parish church, where we will start 
our tour. Dr.Julian Eve our guide, and if conditions 
permit we may be able to extend the visit to include a 
look at the remains of Horsford castle.
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4. Wednesday - 9th.October. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
at the Friendship Club. More details will be circulated 
later. The business meeting will be followed by aQ 
interim report on the progress of the work of the 
’Millgate’ group.
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3. Thursday -12th.September - "Early Baptists in 
Aylsham" a talk by the Rev.B.Allcock. NB This meeting 
will take place in the Baptist church at 7.30 pm. 
(Parking available on Bond’s car park or on the car 
park of the Catholic church.)
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